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Abstract. In this study, the main focus is on the economical factors that ensure the victories of
the JDP (Justice and Development Party) in the elections by the leadership of Turkey's current
President R. T. Erdogan. The study was preferred to the generalized analysis of the JDP's victories
in the elections. Founded on August 14, 2001 by R. T. Erdogan, JDP, came to power in the first
general election, which was happened on November 3, 2002.

During 2002-2015 the number of election achievements related to the name of R. T. Erdogan
and the JDP is 12.

The socio-economic situation and economic development has a decisive role in determining
the issue of the result of elections. In other words, economic indicators have the connection with the
elections in terms of voting behavior, is being seen a serious achievement of the JDP in this regard.
Along with the feeling of the voters or ideological factors, the economy has also played an
important role in the elections. The economic crises in the early 2000s, the concern of many layers
of the population, determined the voting behavior. In other words, the JDP has been determined as a
guarantor of economic stability in Turkey during 2002-2015.

Keywords: Turkey, elections, economical factors, socio-economic situation, economy.

Introduction

The period in the last 20 years of Turkey's history is related to the name of the JDP (Justice
and Development Party, AK Parti). Despite the establishment of this party in 2001, political
relationship with the National Outlook parties, there were concentrated many eminent political
figures. However, when the party determines its ideological direction, preferred relatively different
ideas and views. Although these ideas have led to differences and disagreements with National
Outlook parties, the party has been decisive in the life of the party and its members of the party.
This direction has led to the most successful party of Turkey's political life in 20 years and has led
to successfully completing all elections in these years.

The election achievements of the JDP are related to many factors. Among them, economic
factors are of great importance in terms of the party's arrival and continuation of the political power.

Materials and research methods

The materials used in this study include various sources of data and information.

1. Existing literature: Previous studies, academic papers, books, and reports that have
explored the link between economic factors and election outcomes in general or in the context of
Turkey.

2. Statistical databases: Data sources such as official government databases, international
organizations' databases (e.g., World Bank, International Monetary Fund), and other economic
indicators and databases that provide relevant information on Turkey's economic performance
during the specified period.

3. Election data: Official election results data from the Higher Election Board of Turkey,
including data on JDP's election victories and their vote shares.
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The research methods section outlines the specific approach used to analyze the data and
answer the research question:

1. Quantitative analysis: This study can involve statistical analysis techniques to assess the
relationship between the JDP's election victories and various economic factors. Multiple regression
analysis is used to examine the impact of specific economic indicators, such as GDP growth,
unemployment rates, inflation, and income inequality, on the JDP's electoral success.

2. Time-series analysis: This method is utilized to study the trends and patterns in the
economic performance and JDP's election victories over the specified period. It allows for an
examination of how the party's success may have been associated with economic conditions during
different election cycles.

3. Comparative analysis: The study can compare the economic performance of the country

History of the study of the problem

Founded in August 2001 JDP, a year after with the leadership of Rejeb Tayyip Erdogan, got
34 percent votes in November 2002, came to power and organized a government alone. Another
party represented in the parliament was the Republican Public Party (RPP) with 19 percent. Another
parties, the DLP (Democratic Left Party), NMP (Nationalist Movement Party) MP (Motherland
Party), which represented the previous government in the form of a coalition, could not be
represented in Parliament. Although one of the main issues after the election was due to the
organization of the government, another important question arose in connection with the newly
established party, the JDP's election in such a short period of time. The JDP demonstrated the
success of 12 elections, repeating its achievements in the election in November 2002 and other
elections which covering the process we investigate. Within 5 parliamentary, 3 municipalities, 3
municipal and 3 referendums after November 2002, a total of 11 election competitions have been
won. If we add the presidential elections on August 10, 2014 to these elections, the number of
election achievements related to the name of R. T. Erdogan is 12. In the elections, June 7, 2015 and
November 1, 2015, the Secretary-General of the JDP in the parliamentary elections officially was
not R. T. Erdogan. Nevertheless, in the eyes of the population, R. T. Erdogan and the moral
commitment between the JDP were constantly related to the situation and was evaluated in this
context. R. T. Erdogan also demonstrated that the moral commitment continues with the JDP, where
the founder on various platforms. In other words, in all elections, Erdogan factor is an indisputable
indicator of election achievements.This fact is accepted by everyone, both supporters and againsts.

Discussion

At the same time, it is seen that the organization of political relations from a professional
point of view has an impact on the victory of the JDP in 12 consecutive elections. The fact that the
JDP won 12 elections highlights the fact that relations with the population are supported by
professional approaches in convincing, mobilizing and positively influencing voter
behavior.R.T.Erdogan's statement to Turkey in one of his talks during the establishment of the JDP
on August 14, 2001, “Nothing will happen in Turkey as before"! [Hiirriyet, August 14, 2001] was
also important in terms of political relations activities. The effort has been instrumental in
redefining many of the content presented. During those talks, R. T. Erdogan also called for early
elections, noting that they are confident in the future? [Hiirriyet, 14 Agustos 2001]. This can be seen
as an indication of how ambitious they are and how confident they are that they will win the
election. Following the widespread perception that the methods used by the party behind the JDP's
election achievements were very effective, its rivals also followed the JDP's example, but failed to
defeat the JDP. The leadership factor also played an important role in this issue. Thus, on the eve of
the elections, R.T.Erdogan stood out as a political alternative with his charismatic personality,
municipal work and ability to say political slogans. This alternative seemed to be a candidate for
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power in the first elections, as a force driven by the growing public outcry against the military
bureaucracy and politicized judiciary after each coup and memorandum. The 2002 elections were
held amid political tensions in Turkey and the economic crisis that followed. In these elections, the
DLP lost only 20 percent of the vote compared to the previous election and received only 1.22
percent of the vote. The NMP lost 10 percent of the vote and received only 8.36 percent® [T.C.
Resmi Gazete, 10 Kasim 2002, say1-24932]. By the Supreme Election Commission (SEC) due to
the rejection of R.T. Erdogan's candidacy, the JDP government was formed under the leadership of
Abdullah Gul. However, shortly afterwards, a constitutional amendment implemented with the
support of the RPP, followed by elections in one of the regions (Siirt), Erdogan was elected MP and
formed a new government as Prime Minister. Recep Tayyip Erdogan has ruled Turkey as Prime
Minister, and since 2014, for the first time as President elected by national elections. In general, 12
Presidents have been in power in Turkey since 1923. Five of them (l. Inonu, J. Bayar, S. Demirel,
T. Ozal and R.T. Erdogan) were first elected Prime Minister and then President* [Cumhur
Bagkanlar1 ve Dig Politika, 2016, 323]. Originally from Rize, R.T.Erdogan was born on February
26, 1954 in Istanbul. He graduated from Gasimpasa Piyala Primary School in 1965, and Imam
Khatib High School in Istanbul in 1973. He also passed the exams for the difference classes and
received a diploma from Eyyub High School. He received his university education at the Faculty of
Economics and Commerce of Marmara University and graduated in 1981. R.T. Erdogan, who was
active in the National Turkish Student Union during his high school and university years, was
elected to the leadership of the Beyoglu Youth Branch of the National Salvation Party in 1976, and
to the leadership of the Istanbul Youth Branch in the same year. Erdogan held this position until
1980, and after the ban on political parties, he worked in the private sector for some time. R.T.
Erdogan, who resumed his political activity in 1983 with the establishment of the Welfare Party,
was elected head of the party's Beyoglu district in 1984 and head of the Istanbul province in 1985.
While in office, he sought to expand the involvement of women and youth in politics by developing
organizational activities that would serve as a model for other political parties. This organization
not only helped the Welfare Party to which it belonged in the 1989 municipal elections in Beyoglu,
but also set an example for the party's activities throughout the country® [Recep Tayyip
Erdogan Biyografisi]. He was the mayor of Istanbul in 1994-1997 and won the sympathy of the
people by solving many of the city's chronic problems. He was arrested in Siirt in 1997 for a poem
he read and his position was terminated. In 2003, he was again elected to parliament from the Siirt
and elected Prime Minister. The reforms he implemented during his tenure as Prime Minister and
later President further increased his popularity among the people and laid the foundation for his
victory in the elections and his activities in these areas. Despite being at the highest levels of active
politics as mayor, prime minister and president, Erdogan’s ability to communicate with people face
to face, shake hands, look into their eyes, ask questions and listen to their grievances shows the
importance he attaches to this issue. His frequent visits to taxi ranks, eating sweets with citizens in
cafes, paying attention to the exchange of views without refusing invitations to tea, and his close
interest in those in need are the most common indicators of trust between him and society. In a
difficult situation, such as the violence in Gezi Park in 2013, the coup attempt carried out by FETO
on December 17-25, 2013 using groups deployed within the judiciary and security forces, and the
attempted military coup on July 15, 2016, This sense of trust created between them has shown
itself, and the support of the society has been on his side in overcoming all these difficulties. The
expression "man of the nation”, which is widely reflected in the posters, was also used by the
national will as an indicator of support for R.T. Erdogan. In other words, this sense of trust was
built over the years, not in a short time, but as a result of extraordinary efforts. The effect of the
years-long process of direct and continuous communication is great, as the strong connection
between the JDP and the electorate continues after 12 elections.
General economic situation.

68



«Kazaxcman wvizeicmanyoty 2olivimu scypranvt Ne 2, mom 6, 2023 ISSN: 3007-0325

The JDP, which came to power on its own as a result of the 2002 parliamentary elections,
continues to thrive with its organizational changes, formations and achievements in many areas,
especially the economy. The JDP government, which came to power after the economic crisis of
2001, took the first step towards achieving stable economic development in Turkey by
implementing a number of measures, such as financial discipline, organizational reforms, clear
privatization policy, and regulation in the banking sector.These measures, along with the short-term
stability achieved as a result of the adjustments, have led to progress in key macroeconomic
indicators, increased investment in the Turkish economy as a result of increased confidence in the
country, expanded investment opportunities in growing and developing economies and changes in
social standards, progress has also been made. In the period leading up to the international
economic crisis that emerged in the United States in 2008, spread rapidly around the world, and
deepened in 2009, Turkey has made significant economic progress. In particular, the sustainable
development of the Turkish economy between 2002 and 2007 was (and is considered) one example
of this situation. During the crisis, at a time when both national and international trade was
declining and the economic situation of many developed countries was deteriorating, Turkey's
geopolitical position and effective foreign policy led to increases in domestic demand and exports
due to the diversity of its trading partners. With this development, the process ended with minimal
losses as much as possible. Between 2002 and 2015, when the JDP was in power, the Turkish
economy grew by an average of 5-7% per year’ [TUIK, 15.01.2022].

Economic situation and voting behavior.

Voting behavior in the election process is not entirely spontaneous. Among the assessments
made by voters about the party they will vote for before they go to the polls, the general state of the
economy and how people affect their budgets are important factors. The question of whether the
indicators within the economy are negative or positive determines the direction in which voter
assessment will be directed. In other words, in terms of voting behavior, which is determined by
economic indicators, the JDP is seen to have made significant progress. Privatization revenues,
which increased significantly in the first years of government, were also seen by the government as
significant development. Thus, in 1985-2002, privatization revenues in Turkey amounted to 8
billion. In 2003-2007, it amounted to 33 billion dollars’ [Uziimcii A. ve b. 2014, s.734]. As the
achievements of the economy manifest themselves in the lives of individuals, the JDP has added
economics along with emotional or ideological factors in the votes cast, and has determined the
behavior of some sections of society to vote with a degree of "stability” concern. In the political
communication companies implemented by the JDP, the emphasis on the economy has always been
at the center and has left its mark under the slogan "Let stability continue, let Turkey grow."
Progress in the economy is seen by the JDP as part of its service policy. For this reason, slogans
have been prepared in the company content in both general and municipal elections. Among them
are "we think big, we choose service", "sustainable service, sustainable development"”, "our work is
service, our strength is the nation" in the municipal elections of March 29, 20092 [29 Mart 2009
Yerel Segimlerinde Siyasal Iletisim Uygulamalari, s.11] and the slogan "always nation, always
service" used in the March 30, 2014 municipal elections played a major role. In addition, the slogan
"“They talk, the JDP implements" in the June 7, 2015 parliamentary elections® [Cumhurbaskan,
Kars'ta halka AKP sloganiyla seslendi, 2015] shows that the JDP's election campaign is dominated
by economic and service headlines. Between 2002 and 2015, when the AKP was in power, Turkey's
GDP increased almost fourfold, from $ 236 billion to $ 862 billion. Annual per capita income has
also tripled despite the increase in the total population. In 2002, the annual per capita income was $
3,492, but in 2016 it increased to $ 10,883. As a result of all these developments, the Turkish
economy left the group of low-income countries in 2002 and rose to the level of high-middle-
income countries in 2016.

Graph-1.
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In 2002, before the 2008 international economic crisis, Turkey's foreign trade volume steadily
increased, declined in 2009 due to the effects of the crisis, and only rose again to pre-crisis levels in
2010. In terms of foreign trade in general, if we analyze the period from 2002 to 2015, Turkey has
made significant achievements during this period, expanded market and production areas, and
achieved a positive development in terms of foreign trade.

Social situation.

The JDP government, which was in the economy between 2002 and 2015, ensured stability in
the economy along with political stability. Inflation, which rose to double digits in 2008 as a result
of the international financial and economic crisis, remained in single digits, with the exception of
2011. Although inflation rates are still higher than in a number of developed countries, which are
currently competing with the most developed countries in the international market, this ratio is

equally important in terms of showing the level of the Turkish economy over the 13 years.
Graph-2.
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The economic achievements since the JDP came to power in 2002 have also had little effect
on unemployment. Unemployment, which stood at 10% from 2002 to 2008, was 14% in 2009,
along with the global economic crisis of 2008. As a result of the developed policies, the
unemployment rate began to decline from next year. Unemployment, which was a single digit in
2011, was again higher than 10% in 2015.

Graph-3.
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Results

As a political party founded under the leadership of R. T. Erdogan, the JDP has built its
activities on these principles, taking into account both political theories and their experience in
Turkey, while demonstrating its ability to win the 12 elections it has joined since its formation on
August 14, 2001. In Turkey, some key principles, such as the focus on the national and moral
values of the population and the development of a service-oriented policy, have been a turning point
for the JDP. The role of R.T. Erdogan's personal qualities and leadership skills, character and other
qualities in winning the elections is undeniable.

Conclusion

Along with the leadership factor, the country's economic situation and economic
development, as well as the emergence of a certain stability in this regard, had a significant impact
on voting behavior. It is clear that Turkey has made significant progress and development on many
indicators with its economic achievements during the JDP government. Among the reasons for
these developments are the economic and political stability achieved in the 13 years, changes in the
overall structure of the economy, innovations and developments in the private sector, especially the
steps taken to create a healthy organizational structure with Turkey's sound and secure stability.

References:
1. Cumhur Bagkanlar1 ve Dis Politika. Editor- Haydar Cakmak. Ankara, Kpipto, 2016, I baski.
2. Cumhurbagkani, Kars'ta halka AKP sloganiyla seslendi /l
https://t24.com.tr/haber/cumhurbaskani-karsta-halka-akp-sloganiyla-seslendi, 298607, [25.09.2021]
3. Erdogan: Artik Hi¢ Bir Sey Eskisi Gibi Olmayacak. Hiirriyet, 14 Agustos 2001-
https://www.hurriyet.com.tr/gundem/erdogan-hic-bir-sey-eskisi-gibi-olmayacak-10050
[14.09.2021]

71


https://t24.com.tr/haber/cumhurbaskani-karsta-halka-akp-sloganiyla-seslendi,298607
https://www.hurriyet.com.tr/gundem/erdogan-hic-bir-sey-eskisi-gibi-olmayacak-10050

«Kazaxcman wvizeicmanyoty 2olivimu scypranvt Ne 2, mom 6, 2023 ISSN: 3007-0325

4. GOKSU 0. Kamuoyu Arastirmalarinda Tutarlilik Sorunsali: 2010-2018 Dénemi Kamuoyu
Arastirmalar1 Uzerine Bir Inceleme. Tiirkiye iletisim Arastirmalar1 Dergisi * Y11/Year: 2018 « Ozel
Sayi, ss/pp. e30-e54 « ISSN: 2630-6220 DOIl:  10.17829/turcom.469863  //
https://dergipark.org.tr/tr/download/article-file/566546[16.09.2021]

5. Ik kez sessiz sedasiz on kampanya yaptik //www.akparti.org.tr/haberler/ilk-kez-sessiz-
sedasiz-on-kampanya-yaptik/ [03-02-2019]

6. 4. Recep Tayyip Erdogan Biyografisi // https://www.haberler.com/recep-tayyip-
erdogan/biyografisi/ [20.10.2021]

7.2. T.C. Resmi Gazete, 10 Kasim 2002, say1-24932

8. Tiirkiye Genel Se¢im Tarihi //www.yenisafak.com/secim/genel-secim/

9. Uziimgii A. ve b. Tiirkiye’de iktisadi doniisiimler ve Politik yansimalar1 // Tiirkiye’nin
politik tarihi, Ankara, 2014.

10. 29 Mart 2009 Yerel Secimlerinde Siyasal [letisim
Uygulamalari//baskanlikreferandumu.siyasaliletisim.org/wp-
content/uploads/2009/04/29MartY erelSecimleriStratejikRaporu.pdf

11. TUIK, https://www.tuik.gov.tr [15.01.2022].

MamenoB H.
9zipoatidican ¥immulk 2ulibim akademusicsl, baxy, O3ipbatixcan
E-mail: mammadov.namig@yahoo.com

OJIN-HBIH CAMJIAYIA )KEHICTEPIH KAMTAMACKI3 ETETIH
YKOHOMUKAJIBIK ®AKTOPJIAP (2002-2015)

Anoamna. byn 3eprrey TypkusiasiH Kazipri npesuaeHti P.T.EpgoranHbIH KeTEKIIIIrIMEeH
oTkeH caitnayna OJII1 (OnineT xoHe naMy MapTHUsIChl) KEHICIH KaMTaMachl3 €TETIH YKOHOMUKAIIBIK
(dakTopnapra Hazap aymapanbl. byn 3eprrey OJ/II-HbIH caiinaynarel KEHICTEPIH JKallbuiama
TanjaaynaH repi apTeIKIIbUIBIKKA e 60mabl. 2001 xbuiel 14 Tambezga P.T.Epnoran HeriziH kKanaraHn
O/II1 2002 >xpuibl 3 Kapaliaga 6TKEH aJIFalllKbl XKaJIbl caiiiayaa OUTIKKe K.

2002-2015 xwbinnap apanbirbiaga P.T. Epnoran men O/l ecimimen OailnaHbICThl caiinay
KETICTIKTEPIHIH CaHbl 12-Te KEeTTi.

OJIeyMETTIK-9KOHOMUKAIIBIK YKaFJail MEH SKOHOMUKAIIBIK JaMy caliayJIbIH HOTHXKEC] Typaibl
MOCEJIEHI aHbIKTay/a IIemyl pesl aTkapaabl. backamia aiiTkaHia, SKOHOMHMKAJBIK KOPCETKIIITEP
caiiaymbulap/iblH MiHE3-KYJIKbl OoifbIHIIA cailaymeH OaitmanbicTbl, Oyn Typrbina OII-HiH
alTaplIbIKTail  JKeTICTiIKTepl Oaikamanel. Caimayna —caiaymisuiapAblH — Ce3IMIMEH  HeMmece
UICONOTUSIIBIK  (haKTOpIapMEeH Karap OHKOHOMHKA Ja MaHbI3Abl pen  atkapaabl. 2000-misl
KBUTTAPABIH O0aChIHAAFbI XaJbIKTHIH KOIITETeH TONTAphIH aJlaHJaTKAH YKOHOMUKAJIBIK JaFaaphicTap
caiilaymbuiapablH MiHEe3-KYWIKbIH aHbIKTaabl. backama aiitkanma, ©JI1 2002-2015 xeuigap
apansireiHaa TYPKUSIAFEl SKOHOMHUKAIBIK TYPAKTHUTBIKTRIH KEIIUTi PeTiH]IC aHBIKTAJIbI.

Tyiiin ce30ep: Typkus, caiiiay, SKOHOMHUKAIBIK (akTopiap, 9IeyMETTiK-DKOHOMUKAIBIK
JKaF1ai, 9KOHOMHKA.
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Annomayusa. B naHHOM HCCIEIOBAaHUM OCHOBHOE BHHUMAaHUE YJENISIETCS SKOHOMHYECKUM
¢dakropam, obecneunBaromum nodeasl [ICP (Ilaptun cripaBeyIMBOCTH M Pa3BUTHSA) HA BBHIOOpAX
0] PYKOBOJICTBOM JielcTBYto1ero npesuaenta Typuuu P. T. Opnorana. JlanHOMY ucCIe0BaHHUIO
OBLIO OTIAHO MpEANoUYTeHHE mepea 00o0meHHbM ananu3oM nobden [ICP na Beioopax. OcHoBaHHAs
14 aBrycta 2001 roma P. T. Dpmoranom, I[ICP npuima k BiIacTH Ha MEPBBIX BCEOOMUX BhIOOpaX,
KOTOpBIE cocTosunch 3 HOosOpst 2002 rona.

B nepuog 2002-2015 rr. KOJIMYECTBO 3IEKTOPATBHBIX JOCTHKEHUM, CBS3aHHBIX C MMEHEM
P.T. Opnorana u [1CP, cocrapnser 12.

ConuanbHO-3KOHOMHYECKAst CUTYallusl U SKOHOMUYECKOE PAa3BUTHE UTPAIOT PEILAIOIIYI0 POJIb
B ONPEJICIICHUN BOIPOCa O pe3yabTaTe BHIOOPOB. [IpyruMu cioBaMu, SKOHOMHUYECKHE TIOKA3aTENN
MMEIOT CBA3b C BRIOOpaMU B IJIaHE MOBEJCHUS U30HpaTeseld, B 5TOM OTHOLICHUH BUIHBI CEPbE3HbIE
noctwkenust [ICP. Hapsgy ¢ dyBcTBamm u30upateneil WM HACONIOTHYECKUMHU (PaKTOpaMHu,
HSKOHOMHMKA TaK)K€ MTpaeT BaXKHYIO pOJib Ha BbIOOpax. DKoHOMHUYecKHe Kpu3uchl Hayana 2000-x
TOJIOB, BOJTHOBABIIIME MHOTHE CJIOM HACEJCHUS, ONMPEISIHIN TOBeIeHue n3ouparenei. pyrumu
cioBamu, [ICP Oblna ompeeneHa Kak rapaHT SKOHOMHYECKON CTaOMIBbHOCTH B Typuuu B mepro
2002-2015 rr.

Kntoueswvie cnosa: Typuus, BEIOOPHI, SdKOHOMUYECKUE (PaKTOPHI, COMMATEHO-IKOHOMHYECKAS
CUTYyaIusi, 5)KOHOMUKA.
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