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MAPPING THE HUMANITIES TOPOGRAPHY OF KOREAN
STUDIES IN TAJIKISTAN: CURRENT LANDSCAPE AND PROSPECTS

Abstract. The article provides a thorough examination of the current academic terrain of Korean
Studies within the humanities in Tajikistan, focusing on institutional frameworks, thematic
orientations, and future development prospects. Although Korean Studies is a nascent discipline in
Tajik academia, it is progressively gaining traction through language education programs, scholarly
research, and cultural exchange initiatives fostered by partnerships between Tajik and Korean
institutions. This study systematically maps the local academic infrastructure, including universities
and research centers, alongside government-supported cultural projects that influence the discipline's
growth. It further investigates prevailing challenges such as limited access to Korean-language
materials, a shortage of specialists trained in Korean humanities, and insufficient interdisciplinary
approaches to enrich research. Nevertheless, supportive factors like enhanced bilateral relations, active
Korean cultural outreach, and growing enthusiasm among students and scholars underpin promising
opportunities for expansion and diversification of the field. Emphasizing the role of digital humanities,
the article reflects current trends in Korean Studies that leverage online repositories and virtual
collaborations to transcend geographical limitations, as seen in broader global Korean Studies
contexts. By situating Korean Studies in Tajikistan within a broader Central Asian and international
scholarly framework, this research reveals how local contexts contribute unique perspectives while
echoing global disciplinary developments. Ultimately, this study aims to inform academic policy,
foster collaborative networks, and encourage sustainable growth of Korean humanities scholarship in
Tajikistan, thus enriching both regional and transnational understandings of Korea’s cultural,
historical, and social dimensions.
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Introduction

Korean Studies has expanded significantly over the past several decades, transitioning from a
specialized academic niche into a multidisciplinary field encompassing history, language, literature,
philosophy, and cultural studies (Kim, 2025; Kim, 2003). While the discipline traditionally
concentrated in regions with established diplomatic and academic relations with Korea, such as the
United States, China, and Japan, recent trends reveal its growing presence in regions previously
peripheral to Korean Studies, notably Central Asia (Lee, 2019). Among these emerging locales,
Tajikistan offers a unique case for investigation due to its geopolitical relevance, evolving academic
institutions, and increasing interest in Korea-related scholarship and cultural exchange (Cha, Wall,
2023). Despite emerging enthusiasm, the development of Korean Studies in Tajikistan remains in its
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infancy and lacks a systematic humanities-focused analysis that accounts for local academic, cultural,
and institutional dynamics (Kim, 2025).

This article aims to map the humanities topography of Korean Studies in Tajikistan by assessing
existing educational programs, institutional frameworks, scholarly output, and cultural initiatives,
while exploring future prospects for the discipline’s establishment and growth. The purpose is
twofold: firstly, to provide a comprehensive overview of the current landscape of Korean Studies in
a largely underexplored academic environment; secondly, to identify challenges impeding
development and recommend strategic pathways for sustainable expansion (Kim, 2025; Lee, 2019).
By integrating quantitative data such as curricular offerings and research publications with qualitative
insights gathered from interviews with faculty, students, and cultural liaison officers, the study
constructs a nuanced representation of Korean Studies’ localized manifestations and intersections
with broader global and regional scholarly currents (Kim, 2025; Shin, 2003). Methodologically, this
research employs a mixed-methods approach combining document analysis, including university
curricula, institutional agreements, and government cultural programs, with semi-structured
interviews involving key stakeholders from Tajik academic and cultural sectors (Cha, Wall, 2023).
This framework enables capturing both structural configurations and experiential perspectives,
facilitating an understanding of how Korean Studies adapts to and interacts with Tajikistan’s socio-
cultural milieu and institutional capacities. The study’s lens is further enhanced by a review of digital
humanities resources that increasingly support the discipline’s growth worldwide, offering
opportunities to transcend traditional limitations posed by resource scarcity and geographical
distance.

The investigation is timely and relevant given the expanding interest in Korea’s global cultural
diplomacy and educational outreach, especially through government-sponsored programs and digital
platforms (Kwon, Kim, 2014). While Korean Studies enjoys robust institutional support and scholarly
activity in many parts of the world, Central Asian countries like Tajikistan remain under researched,
despite their growing strategic and cultural linkages with Korea (Kim, 2003; Shin, 2003). Addressing
this gap contributes to understanding how Korean humanities evolve in contexts marked by nascent
institutional frameworks, limited human and material resources, and complex linguistic and curricular
challenges (Kim, 2003; Shin, 2003). Notably, Tajikistan’s academic ecosystem reflects broader issues
encountered by emerging Korean Studies locales, such as a shortage of specialized faculty, limited
access to Korean-language primary sources, and the absence of integrated humanities curricula that
move beyond language acquisition to critical cultural, historical, and philosophical engagement (Shin,
2003).

The study also highlights the dual role of Korean cultural policies and the Korean Wave (hallyu)
in shaping local interest and academic agendas by fostering transnational networks and digital
resource accessibility (Jin, Yoon, 2017). These developments align with shifts outlined in recent
research emphasizing digital Korean Studies as a transformative force enabling peripheral institutions
to access archival data and scholarly communities worldwide, which could be particularly impactful
for Tajikistan’s emerging programs (Cha, Wall, 2023). In addition, the research situates Tajikistan’s
Korean Studies within a broader discursive framework that critically interrogates how peripheral
academic spaces negotiate identity, knowledge production, and epistemic frameworks vis-a-vis
established centers of Korean scholarship (Kang, 2007; Logie, 2024).

The necessity of this study is underscored by the lack of a coordinated national strategy in
Tajikistan for area or Korean Studies, which complicates program scalability and depth (Kim, 2025;
Kim, 2003). Furthermore, it addresses the opportunity for deeper regional cooperation, institutional
partnerships, and enhanced curricular innovation responsive to local needs and global scholarly
advances. The expected results include a detailed mapping of the current institutional landscape,
identification of critical barriers and enablers, and formulation of recommendations oriented toward
amplifying Tajikistan’s capacity for Korean humanities scholarship (Kim, 2025; Yoon, 2016). Such
outcomes aim to inform academics, policymakers, cultural institutions, and international partners
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seeking to foster sustainable, contextually grounded expansion of Korean Studies in Central Asia and
beyond (King, 2020).

In sum, this study contributes original empirical knowledge on an understudied context, links
local dynamics to global Korean Studies trajectories, and promotes a strategic understanding of how
Korean humanities can be effectively cultivated in emerging academic environments like Tajikistan
(Kim, 2025; Lee, 2019). By capturing both the challenges and transformative potential grounded in
digital innovation and cultural diplomacy, the research advances scholarly discourse on the
diversification and decentralization of Korean Studies worldwide.

Discussion

The findings of this study illuminate a complex and evolving humanities topography for Korean
Studies in Tajikistan, marked by significant progress alongside persistent structural and
epistemological hurdles. The current landscape is shaped not only by institutional capacities and
curricular offerings but also by the broader dynamics of cultural influence, digital engagement, and
regional academic integration. This layered complexity invites a discussion that situates Tajikistan’s
Korean Studies within larger global and regional frameworks, while proposing actionable avenues
for academic consolidation and growth.

Firstly, the predominant reliance on Korean popular culture as the principal entry point for
Korean Studies in Tajikistan reflects global trends but also generates critical tension in disciplinary
depth and diversification. As noted in the research, the Korean Wave has acted as a powerful soft
power mechanism that has significantly enhanced Korea’s cultural visibility worldwide, including in
Central Asia (Kwon, Kim, 2014; Jin, Yoon, 2017). While this phenomenon attracts broad-based
interest, overemphasis on K-pop and television dramas risks reducing Korean Studies to a narrow
cultural consumption model, potentially marginalizing core humanities disciplines such as literature,
historical research, and philosophy. This limitation echoes concerns documented in various Korean
Studies contexts, where popular culture often overshadows scholarly discourses and impedes the
development of nuanced, historically grounded curricula (Kang, 2007; Shim, 2006).

To counterbalance this tendency, an important recommendation emerges: Tajik academic
institutions should consciously integrate critical humanities scholarship alongside popular culture
studies. This includes embedding foundational coursework on Korean historiography, traditional arts,
and critical theory frameworks that encourage rigorous source analysis. Recognizing the challenges
posed by pseudohistorical narratives prevalent in certain Korean popular domains — narratives which
nationalist politics have sometimes amplified — there is an urgent need to foster critical literacy.
Engaging with methodologies such as discourse analysis can help Tajik scholars differentiate
academic narratives from pseudohistorical or politically motivated constructions, thereby
strengthening intellectual rigor and scholarly integrity (Logie, 2024). This approach not only
promotes critical thinking but also protects the field from ideological distortions, catering to
Tajikistan’s own complex sociopolitical environment where academic inquiry must negotiate
sensitivities around identity and historical interpretation (Fumagalli, 2007).

Secondly, the role of digital humanities (DH) as both a methodological tool and a facilitator of
academic connectivity stands out as a transformative prospect for Korean Studies in resource-
constrained environments like Tajikistan. Given limited physical archives and library infrastructures,
the utilization of digital platforms, online databases, and virtual scholarly networks broadens access
to Korean humanities materials and global research communities (Luhmann, Burghardt, 2021). The
interdisciplinary nature of DH — with its intersections across computational linguistics, information
science, and humanities disciplines — offers fertile ground for innovative research strategies that can
enrich and diversify Korean Studies scholarship locally. The strategic prioritization of DH-related
capacity building — training educators and students in digital research techniques and data literacy —
will be crucial to maximizing these benefits. Partnerships with Korean universities and institutions to
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enhance digital resource availability and co-develop digital humanities curricula could further
accelerate scholarly engagement (Brtigger, Finnemann, 2013).

Thirdly, the theoretical proposition of employing “Asia as method” lends a compelling
epistemic framework for Tajik Korean Studies to transcend peripheral academic positioning and
engage more assertively in global knowledge production (Lee, 2019). This approach encourages
scholars to reframe Korean Studies not as a passive reception of Western-centric models but as an
active participant in inter-Asian dialogues, profoundly shaped by shared histories, cross-border
cultural flows, and comparative postcolonial experiences. By situating Korea within broader Asian
and Central Asian interrelations — such as Silk Road exchanges or parallel colonial legacies — Tajik
scholarship can develop unique research agendas that resonate with regional realities while
contributing original insights to Korean humanities globally.

Institutional cooperation is a linchpin in addressing many of these challenges. The current
limited scale and brevity of academic exchanges between Tajik and Korean institutions warrant
expansion into long-term, structurally supported partnerships encompassing joint research projects,
faculty exchange, curriculum development, and bilingual publication avenues. Facilitating
Memorandums of Understanding (MoUs) that support comprehensive academic cooperation can
create sustainable frameworks for knowledge transfer and capacity building. Crucially, such
partnerships can be augmented by the active involvement of Korea’s cultural diplomacy apparatuses,
such as the Korea Foundation, which have demonstrated success in other global regions by offering
scholarships, funding, and cultural programming (Kwon, Kim, 2014; Jin, Yoon, 2017).

Moreover, national policy recognition and support for Korean Studies as a strategic academic
area would fortify institutional commitment and resource allocation. Integration of Korean
humanities into national higher education priorities and competitive research funding processes
would elevate the field’s profile domestically. This alignment with state educational and cultural
policies, supported by international donors and cultural diplomacy networks, can catalyze much-
needed infrastructure investment, from library acquisitions to research grants, and nurture
environments conducive to sustained scholarly inquiry.

Finally, prioritizing human capital development is essential. The cultivation of a new generation
of Korean Studies scholars through graduate programs, interdisciplinary seminars, and regionally
connected junior researcher networks will ensure intellectual continuity and innovation. Initiatives
such as mentorship programs and workshops on academic publishing and research methodologies
will empower emerging scholars to engage critically and contribute original perspectives to Korean
Studies discourse. This grassroots scholarly empowerment, combined with strategic institutional and
policy advances, forms the foundation for a resilient and vibrant humanities topography.

The humanities topography of Korean Studies in Tajikistan displays both promise and
pronounced challenges. Anchored by cultural enthusiasm and digital opportunities yet confronted by
infrastructural, methodological, and epistemological constraints, the field requires multifaceted,
context-sensitive strategies. By diversifying thematic focus beyond pop culture, investing in critical
methodological training and digital humanities, embracing alternative epistemologies like “Asia as
method,” and enhancing institutional partnerships and policy support, Korean Studies in Tajikistan
can mature into a robust scholarly domain. This growth will not only enrich local intellectual
ecosystems but also contribute distinctive Central Asian insights to global Korean humanities
scholarship, underscoring the dynamic, interconnected nature of contemporary area studies.

Theoretical frameworks and methodological approaches to conceptualizing
the humanities topography in Korean Studies
In the scholarly endeavor to delineate the humanities topography within Korean Studies,
particularly as it unfolds in contexts like Tajikistan, a nuanced theoretical and methodological
framework is indispensable (Kim, 2025; Lee, 2019). The humanities topography encompasses not
only the spatial and institutional distribution of Korean Studies but also its epistemological contours,
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disciplinary intersections, and socio-cultural dynamics. Therefore, conceptualizing this topography
requires articulation through multiple theoretical lenses and robust methodological pluralism (Kim,
2025).

A foundational theoretical approach draws from the socio-spatial perspective, which
underscores how Korean Studies is geographically and institutionally stratified across the globe (Kim,
2025). This spatial stratification leads to uneven academic ecosystems where certain sites — such as
Korea, the United States, China, or Japan — serve as knowledge hubs, whereas peripheral regions like
Tajikistan represent emergent or peripheral nodes within the global Korean Studies network. The
notion of “profstudents” in Southeast Asia exemplifies how individual researchers occupy liminal
roles that both reinforce and challenge established hierarchies, demonstrating the fluid positionality
within this disciplinary landscape (Kim, 2025). Applying this insight to Tajikistan elucidates its
institutional configuration, constrained by limited human and material resources but energized by
local scholars’ agency and transnational networks.

Complementing the spatial paradigm, postcolonial and decolonial theories, particularly the
conceptual framework of “Asia as method” formulated by Kuan-Hsing Chen and critically examined
in Korean educational contexts, invite a reorientation of Korean Studies away from Western-centric
epistemologies (Lee, 2019). This approach advocates for the regional inter-referencing of histories
and cultural imaginaries, facilitating a decentering of dominant Western paradigms and enabling
scholarship that is both locally grounded and transnationally connected (Lee, 2019). For Korean
Studies in Tajikistan, employing “Asia as method” inspires methodologies that acknowledge Central
Asia’s own historical and cultural specificities while linking them to broader East Asian scholarly
dialogues. In this sense, the humanities topography is not simply a static map but a dynamic interplay
of knowledge flows and epistemic repositioning.

Furthermore, theories of cultural policy and soft power provide critical frameworks to
understand the humanities topography as shaped by Korea’s domestic and international cultural
strategies (Kwon, Kim, 2014; Jin, Yoon, 2017). The Korean government’s cultural industry policies
since the 1990s, coupled with the proliferation of the Korean Wave or hallyu, have been pivotal in
establishing new avenues for cultural diffusion and academic interest globally (Kwon, Kim, 2014).
These phenomena function both as enablers of Korean Studies’ territorial expansion and as
influencers of content and disciplinary focus within humanities curricula. For Tajikistan, where
exposure to Korean popular culture and state-backed cultural diplomacy is growing, the topography
reflects these global-local interactions, inviting methodological attention to the cultural dynamics that
shape academic interests and institutional development.

Regarding methodological approaches, embracing mixed methods allows the complex
humanities topography to be captured with both breadth and depth (Kim, 2025). Quantitative mapping
of educational programs, institutional collaborations, and scholarly output offers measurable
indicators of the field’s scale and distribution. Such data-driven approaches align with socio-spatial
analyses that reveal structural patterns and stratification (Kim, 2025). Simultaneously, qualitative
methods — such as semi-structured interviews with faculty, students, and cultural attachés — capture
subjective experiences, local challenges, and aspirations that statistical data alone cannot reveal. This
dual strategy reveals how local agency negotiates with structural constraints and global influences.

Digital humanities methodologies further expand the toolkit available for mapping humanities
topography, particularly relevant in resource-limited settings like Tajikistan (Cha, Wall, 2023;
Luhmann, Burghardt, 2021). The digitization of Korean cultural, linguistic, and historical collections,
alongside the growth of online repositories and virtual academic platforms, redefines access
paradigms, enabling scholars in geographically distant locales to engage with rich primary and
secondary materials (Cha, Wall, 2023). This digital turn challenges conventional bibliographic and
archival constraints and supports innovative comparative analyses that link Central Asian Korean
Studies with the broader corpus of global scholarship. Methodological concerns on digital materiality
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and Web-based sources also necessitate reflexivity in handling evolving digital archives and cultural
data streams (Brugger, Finnemann, 2013).

Furthermore, critical discourse analysis emerges as an important method for addressing
contested narratives and epistemic debates within Korean Studies’ humanities domain, especially
regarding historiography and cultural representation (Logie, 2024; Shin, 2003). This approach is
crucial for disentangling official, popular, and pseudohistorical discourses surrounding Korean
history, which influence local academic environments. In Tajikistan, awareness of such discursive
currents is vital to cultivate rigor and interdisciplinarity in humanities scholarship, facilitating critical
engagements that transcend narrow nationalist or romanticized narratives (Logie, 2024).

The conceptualization of the humanities topography in Korean Studies, as applied to Tajikistan,
demands a multi-layered theoretical engagement integrating socio-spatial frameworks, postcolonial
epistemologies, cultural policy analysis, and digital humanities perspectives (Kim, 2025; Lee, 2019;
Cha, Wall, 2023). Methodologically, employing an integrative mixed-methods design enriched with
critical discourse analysis and digital tools allows a comprehensive mapping of the field’s current
landscape and developmental trajectories. This integrative framework acknowledges the global-local
dialectic, enabling nuanced assessments that respect local specificity while connecting to the broader
international Korean Studies discourse.

Current situation of Korean Studies and language education in Tajikistan

Korean Studies in Tajikistan is an emerging academic field shaped by expanding bilateral
relations, cultural diplomacy, and educational cooperation with the Republic of Korea. While still in
a formative stage, the discipline reflects a combination of institutional initiatives, public cultural
engagement, and the geopolitical context of Central Asia’s interaction with South Korea. Its current
trajectory illustrates both notable achievements in language education and the continuing need for
structural and academic consolidation. The institutionalization of Korean language education in
Tajikistan began in 2008, when Kemyong University (Republic of Korea) and the State Institute of
Languages of Tajikistan named after Sotim Ulughzoda, with the endorsement of the Ministry of
Education of Tajikistan, founded the Kemyong Korean Language and Culture Center (agreement
signed 16 June 2008). This marked the first formalized platform for Korean linguistic and cultural
instruction in the country.

In 2012, following an agreement dated 1 March 2011, the center was restructured and renamed
the King Sejong Language Learning Center, integrating it into the international network of King
Sejong Institutes. This transformation symbolized a shift toward standardized curriculum
frameworks, increased institutional support, and alignment with Korea’s global cultural outreach
strategies. Since 2015, the center has conducted three-month language courses twice annually (spring
and autumn). In 2018, under License AU Ne 0002515 and per Order Ne 1327 of the Ministry of
Education and Science (3 April 2018), Korean language instruction expanded to the university’s
Lingopark (Technology Park). The current program includes both introductory alphabet courses and
TOPIK (Test of Proficiency in Korean) preparation courses. In the spring semester of 2024,
enrollment reached 234 students, with 158 in TOPIK preparation (11 groups: 8 elementary, 3
advanced) and 76 in alphabet acquisition courses. Instruction is delivered by native Korean lecturers
— Shin Nag-Kyun, Choi Mi-Hee, Lee Jong-Suk, and Chong Yong-Hee — alongside locally trained
graduates.t

Table 1. Student enrollment and outcomes (2017-2024)

Year Semester Students Total per Year

2017 Spring 219 329
Autumn 110

2018 Spring 105 239

! materials from the official website of the Korean Language and Culture Center (https://dbz.tj/en/korean-
language-and-culture-center/, date of access: 05.07.2025).
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Autumn 134

2019 Spring 189 327
Autumn 139

2020 Spring 79 166
Autumn 87

2021 Spring 107 194
Autumn 136

2022 Spring 134 134

2023 Spring 196 444
Autumn 248

2024 Spring 234 234

Sourse: official website of the Korean Language and Culture Center (https://dbz.tj/en/korean-
language-and-culture-center/, date of access: 05.07.2025).

Over the last five years and six months, 1,800 students have completed training at the King
Sejong Center. Educational materials follow the standardized King Sejong Institute series,
progressing through eight proficiency levels (Books 1-8). In parallel with the activities of the King
Sejong Center, Korean Studies has expanded into broader academic structures.

Table 2. Institutions Offering Korean Studies in Tajikistan

Name of University Type of Degree Format of Korean Year of
Institution Level Studies Provision Establishment

Tajik State Other Bachelor | Language/Short-Term 2014
Pedagogical Academic Courses

University

Tajik State Public Bachelor | Language/Short-Term —
University of Academic Courses

Commerce
Tajik State Public Bachelor | King Sejong Institute 2004
University of Foreign

Languages

Sourse: official website of the Korean Foundation
(https://www.kf.or.kr/koreanstudies/koreaStudiesList.do#, date of access: 13.07.2025).

The institutional presence of Korean Studies in Tajikistan, as documented by the Korea
Foundation database, demonstrates a modest yet strategically distributed network within the country’s
higher education sector. The three institutions listed — Tajik State Pedagogical University, Tajik State
University of Commerce, and Tajik State University of Foreign Languages — represent a mixture of
specialized and broad-based academic profiles. While all three institutions offer Korean language
instruction at the undergraduate level, the modalities differ in scope and affiliation. The King Sejong
Institute, located within the Tajik State University of Foreign Languages, operates under the Republic
of Korea’s global cultural outreach program, providing structured curricular materials and
pedagogical frameworks standardized across participating countries. In contrast, the other two
institutions primarily integrate Korean language and culture through faculty-led courses or short-term
programs, often supported by visiting instructors or cultural exchange agreements. The absence of
recorded founding years in this dataset reflects a gap in localized statistical reporting, which
complicates longitudinal analysis of program development. Nevertheless, the institutional typology
suggests that Korean Studies in Tajikistan is predominantly embedded within language departments,
lacking yet the broader interdisciplinary infrastructure seen in more established academic hubs. This
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pattern underlines both the nascent state of the field and the potential for expansion through targeted
investment in faculty development, research capacity, and curriculum diversification.

Formal instruction is complemented by cultural diplomacy initiatives. Events such as Korea
Week, Korean Film Festivals, K-Pop Dance Contests, and the Korean Language Olympiad attract
large audiences, often translating into increased enrollment in academic programs. For instance,
Korea Week 2022 hosted over 1,500 participants, while the 2023 K-Pop Dance Contest drew an
audience exceeding 800 (Homidov, 2024). These events, frequently organized in collaboration with
the Embassy of Korea, KOICA, and local cultural clubs, embed Korean cultural elements into
Tajikistan’s academic and social life, stimulating interest and awareness.

Despite these advances, Korean Studies in Tajikistan faces structural limitations. The shortage
of qualified instructors, both native and locally trained, affects program sustainability. Reliance on
visiting scholars supports authenticity but raises concerns about long-term continuity. Moreover,
there is a lack of localized academic resources tailored to the Tajik educational context. Most teaching
materials are imported, limiting opportunities for contextual adaptation and diminishing the
integration of Korean Studies into Central Asian cultural perspectives. Graduate-level programs and
dedicated research centers remain absent, resulting in a reliance on foreign institutions for advanced
study.

Korean language and Korean Studies in Tajikistan have evolved from a single bilateral initiative
in 2008 into a multi-institutional field that combines formal academic programs, public cultural
events, and international partnerships. While the King Sejong Language Learning Center has played
a central role in expanding linguistic capacity, the institutionalization of Korean Studies at Tajik State
Pedagogical University and other venues has broadened the discipline’s reach. However, the field’s
transition from a primarily linguistic discipline to a multidisciplinary area of study will require
targeted investments, localized academic production, and sustainable faculty development. With
continued cooperation between Tajik and Korean institutions, the prospects for Korean Studies in
Tajikistan remain strong, positioning it as a growing component of the country’s academic and
cultural engagement with East Asia.

Research results

This study offers an analytical overview of the current configuration of Korean Studies in the
humanities domain in Tajikistan, addressing the institutional framework, thematic focus, cultural
drivers, and developmental perspectives. The research identifies a discipline in the early stages of
formalization, marked by a gradual expansion of academic infrastructure, an intensifying interest
among younger scholars, and the significant influence of Korea’s cultural diplomacy and global
cultural industries. While the availability of Korean Studies within Tajik higher education remains
limited, evidence from institutional mapping shows a steady increase in Korean language and culture
modules, primarily concentrated in universities in Dushanbe and Khujand. Fully specialized degree
programs are still rare; however, elective courses, short-term language offerings, and humanities
subjects with Korean cultural components are becoming more common. Faculty members attribute
the modest scale of provision to resource constraints, including restricted access to Korean-language
academic literature and insufficient institutional funding, which together hinder the creation of
comprehensive programs (Interview, senior lecturer, TSNU, 14.03.2025). Notably, cooperation
agreements with South Korean universities and cultural organizations — frequently facilitated through
official cultural diplomacy — have enabled workshops, visiting lectureships, and academic exchanges,
thereby incrementally enhancing local scholarly capacity.

Respondents within academia note a growing motivation among early-career researchers to
engage with Korean Studies, driven by Korea’s technological achievements and cultural prominence,
but stress the absence of robust research frameworks and the challenge of obtaining primary materials
in Korean (Interview, lecturer, Khujand State University, 18.03.2025). A review of recent
publications in Tajik academic outlets indicates a strong concentration on Korean language
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acquisition, contemporary South Korean popular culture — especially K-pop and television dramas —
and comparative East Asian cultural analysis. This thematic concentration mirrors the influence of
the Korean Wave, which, underpinned by targeted cultural policy initiatives (Kwon, Kim, 2014; Jin,
Yoon, 2017), continues to serve as the principal entry point for student engagement. At the same time,
traditional and historical dimensions of Korean Studies — such as historiography, classical literature,
philosophy, and the arts — remain peripheral, a situation largely attributable to the shortage of field-
specific experts (Interview, junior researcher, Academy of Sciences, 21.03.2025).

Digital resources and methods have emerged as a critical tool for overcoming these structural
limitations. Increasingly, Tajik researchers employ digital humanities approaches, including access
to digitized Korean primary sources, participation in online conferences, and involvement in
transnational scholarly networks. This adoption reflects broader global trends in Korean Studies that
emphasize the integration of digital scholarship as both a methodological and infrastructural solution
(Luhmann, Burghardt, 2021; Briigger, Finnemann, 2013). Interviewees report that open-access
databases, virtual workshops, and collaborative platforms have substantially widened their capacity
to conduct research, despite limitations in local library holdings and budgetary allocations (Interview,
doctoral candidate, TSNU, 27.03.2025).

Nevertheless, the developmental trajectory of Korean Studies in Tajikistan is shaped by several
systemic constraints. The country’s marginal position within the global Korean Studies network
(Kim, 2025) results in limited visibility and reduced opportunities for publication in high-impact
journals. Socio-economic and political realities — such as the prioritization of state funding for other
sectors and the complex multilingual environment of Tajikistan — further restrict the capacity to
establish new fields of study. Moreover, without critical academic engagement, there is a tangible
risk of reproducing oversimplified or pseudohistorical interpretations of Korea, an issue already noted
in other national contexts within the discipline (Logie, 2024).

Looking ahead, the strengthening of Korean Studies in Tajikistan will depend on the
establishment of specialized centers or research institutes with targeted funding to enable faculty
training, curriculum development, and sustained scholarly exchange. Strategic use of South Korea’s
cultural diplomacy infrastructure — rooted in its long-term cultural industry policies (Kwon, Kim,
2014) — could provide the necessary stability for program growth. Integrating interdisciplinary
perspectives that combine historical, cultural, and digital humanities methodologies would align local
scholarship with global best practices (Luhmann, Burghardt, 2021; Lee, 2019). Furthermore,
developing analytical frameworks capable of critically engaging with popular and pseudohistorical
narratives would strengthen the discipline’s intellectual rigor. Collaborative research projects,
international conferences, and co-authored publications with peers in Asia and beyond would
significantly enhance the visibility and quality of Tajik contributions to Korean Studies. As one
academic involved in cultural exchange projects stated, “Our path forward lies in drawing on Korea’s
cultural prominence while building local scholarly capacity that is critically informed and globally
connected” (Interview, cultural diplomacy project coordinator, Dushanbe, 02.04.2025).

The current survey of Korean Studies in Tajikistan underscores the pivotal role of the Korean
Wave as a cultural catalyst shaping academic interest and institutional priorities. According to Kwon
and Kim, the Korean government’s sustained cultural industry policies since the 1990s have
effectively transformed Korea’s cultural products into globally competitive exports, integrating them
within broader information and communication technology developments and aligning with a
strategic economic vision (Kwon, 2014). This multifaceted state support has not only amplified the
international reach of Korean popular culture but has indirectly stimulated academic curiosity in
receiving countries, including Tajikistan, where growing middle-class aspirations facilitate demand
for higher quality cultural and educational materials. Thus, the rise of Korean Studies in Tajikistan is
inseparable from these government-driven cultural flows that deliver hallyu’s visibility and
appeal (Jin, Yoon, 2017).
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Survey respondents emphasized the transformational effect of hallyu, especially K-pop and
television dramas, in attracting younger audiences to Korean language and humanities courses.
However, this popularity-driven engagement risks perpetuating an imbalanced curricular emphasis,
which several interlocutors acknowledged. They expressed a collective ambition to advance scholarly
rigor by integrating a wider range of humanities disciplines, such as Korean historiography,
traditional arts, and philosophy, which remain underexplored in the local context. The limitation is
compounded by restricted access to specialized Korean-language primary sources and a paucity of
faculty with comprehensive training in these domains, which aligns with findings on resource
constraints in peripheral Korean Studies locales.

Complementing these institutional and thematic observations, the role of digital humanities
emerges as a critical strategic asset. The digital humanities, positioned at the intersection of
computational linguistics and information science, both constitute a distinct discipline and a
methodological bridge to other humanities fields (Luhmann, Burghardt, 2021). Tajik scholars
interviewed are increasingly leveraging online archives, open-access databases, and virtual academic
networks to compensate for limited local resources, enabling participation in global scholarly
conversations. This adoption of digital tools parallels global transformations in Korean Studies
research frameworks and supports more interdisciplinary and technologically informed
investigations (Brlgger, Finnemann, 2013).

Nevertheless, respondents identified challenges that transcend logistical barriers. A notable
obstacle is the prevalence of pseudohistorical narratives within popular Korean discourse, which risks
contaminating local academic inquiry if not critically addressed. Logie’s research warns of the
continued vitality of pseudohistory in Korean popular culture, often entwined with nationalist
impulses, which undermines scholarly rigor when uncritically absorbed (Logie, 2024). Tajik scholars
recognize the urgency of incorporating critical discourse analysis to differentiate scholarly narratives
from popular or pseudohistorical ones, fostering a more nuanced understanding of Korea’s history
and culture. This insight is particularly important given Tajikistan’s own complex ethnopolitical
environment, where academic fields must navigate sensitive ideological terrains (Fumagalli, 2007).

In terms of broader regional epistemological frameworks, the ‘Asia as method’ approach,
advocated by Chen and critically examined by Lee, provides a valuable theoretical lens for Tajik
Korean Studies to decolonize knowledge production and counter Western-dominated
paradigms (Lee, 2019). This approach encourages scholars to situate Korean Studies within inter-
Asian historical and cultural entanglements, promoting epistemic pluralism and enriching
interpretation from a Central Asian vantage point. Incorporating such frameworks could enhance the
intellectual depth of Tajik scholarship and foster cross-regional dialogues within Asian humanities.

Finally, strengthening institutional collaboration remains essential. Interviewees stressed the
potential benefits of enhanced transnational partnerships — not only with Korean universities but also
with peer institutions in Northeast and Southeast Asia. Such networks can facilitate faculty
exchanges, joint research projects, and co-publications, thereby mitigating Tajikistan’s peripheral
academic status. The Korean government’s cultural diplomacy initiatives, which have proven
effective in other regions, could serve as a foundation for sustained institutional support, providing
resources for research infrastructure and scholarly development. Collectively, these expanded
insights portray Korean Studies in Tajikistan as a field poised for growth but currently constrained
by resource limitations, curricular imbalances, and local contextual factors. Targeted investments in
diversifying research themes, embracing digital methodologies, critically engaging popular
discourses, and fostering transnational academic collaborations represent critical avenues toward a
robust humanities topography that is both localized and globally integrated.

Conclusion
The comprehensive mapping of the humanities topography of Korean Studies in Tajikistan
reveals a nascent yet progressively expanding academic field shaped by unique local dynamics and
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broader transnational influences. This study’s findings illustrate how Korean Studies, especially in
the humanities, currently occupies an emergent niche within Tajikistan’s scholarly landscape,
characterized by limited institutional infrastructure but buoyed by increasing interest among students
and researchers. Importantly, this growing engagement is largely facilitated by the parallel rise of
Korean cultural influence globally, often conceptualized as the Korean Wave, which has permeated
the region through media, popular culture, and government-supported cultural diplomacy initiatives.
However, this expansion simultaneously foregrounds challenges inherent to the durability and depth
of humanities scholarship in a context marked by resource constraints and epistemological gaps.

One critical insight is the predominance of Korean popular culture as the entry point for Korean
Studies within Tajik academic settings. While the popularity of K-pop, dramas, and other media
products has successfully sparked widespread enthusiasm, an overreliance on these elements risks
narrowing the field’s scope, marginalizing essential humanities disciplines such as history, literature,
and philosophy. This tendency echoes broader discourses within Korean Studies internationally,
where the allure of popular culture sometimes overshadows scholarly rigor. Addressing this
imbalance requires systematic curriculum diversification prioritizing critical engagement with
Korea’s long historical narratives and cultural production beyond entertainment. In doing so, it also
becomes necessary to confront the proliferation of Korean pseudohistorical narratives, which have
been shown to resonate with nationalist sentiments and occasionally impact public discourse and
government funding decisions. Incorporating critical discourse analysis and fostering scholarly
literacy on historical methodology will be vital for Tajik scholars to navigate and resist such
distortions, thereby reinforcing academic integrity and nuanced interpretation.

Moreover, the study points to digital humanities (DH) as a transformative methodological
avenue particularly suited to overcoming material and infrastructural limitations in Tajikistan. The
digital turn in humanities research provides enhanced access to Korean archives, textual corpora, and
multimedia resources unavailable locally, facilitating interdisciplinary scholarship that straddles
computational techniques and traditional humanities inquiry. Adoption of DH practices enables the
Tajik academic community to participate more fully in global Korean Studies networks and allows
scholars to produce innovative, collaboratively enriched research outputs. Nonetheless, capacity
building regarding DH methodologies, software literacy, and digital resource management remains
an urgent need to harness these potential benefits effectively.

The theoretical contribution of employing “Asia as method” offers promising intellectual
reorientation for Korean Studies in Tajikistan, challenging the dominant Western epistemic
frameworks and promoting inter-Asian knowledge production that is both contextualized and
decolonial. This framework encourages situating Korean Studies within broader regional histories
and cultural dialogues, linking Korean cultural and historical experiences with those of Central Asia
and neighboring Asian spaces. By embracing this pluralistic and dialogic approach, Tajik scholars
can augment their scholarship's originality and relevance while aligning with emergent trends in
postcolonial and area studies. This strategy also supports reframing Korean Studies beyond national
borders and expanding its thematic and conceptual horizons in line with calls for ‘regionalization’ in
humanities research.

Institutional and policy-level enhancements stand out as necessary conditions for sustained
growth. Current university offerings related to Korean Studies in Tajikistan remain fragmented and
limited; establishing dedicated Korean Studies centers, supported by both domestic academic policies
and Korean cultural diplomacy bodies such as the Korea Foundation, would provide structural
backbone and resources for research and pedagogy. Expanding long-term institutional partnerships
through joint research projects, faculty exchanges, and bilingual academic publishing can further
embed Korean Studies in Tajik academic culture while fostering transnational scholarly communities.
National educational policies recognizing Korean Studies as a strategic area, accompanied by targeted
funding and infrastructural support, would elevate the discipline’s status and encourage institutional
investment.
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Finally, human capital development is a cornerstone for future prospects. Creating graduate-
level programs, interdisciplinary seminars, and mentoring schemes focused on comprehensive
Korean humanities education will nurture skilled scholars capable of innovative research and critical
inquiry. Special attention to training in digital humanities, critical discourse analysis, and regional
epistemologies will equip emergent academics to contribute meaningfully both locally and
internationally. Mobilizing young scholars and establishing academic networks, both within
Tajikistan and across Central Asia and Korea, will underpin the field’s vitality and responsiveness to
evolving intellectual challenges.

Korean Studies in Tajikistan’s humanities is at a critical juncture, shaped by enthusiasm
grounded in cultural affinity and global connectivity but tempered by structural limitations and
epistemic vulnerabilities. This article’s exploration affirms that by diversifying disciplinary focus
beyond popular culture, embracing digital and interdisciplinary methodologies, adopting
transformative regional theories like “Asia as method,” and strengthening institutional and human
resources, the field can mature into a recognized and influential academic domain. Such development
will not only enrich Tajikistan’s scholarly landscape but also contribute to a more regionally nuanced
and globally responsive Korean humanities discourse.
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TIOKIKCTAH KOPEfITAHYLIHLIHUFYMAHI/ITAPJILIK
KAPTOI'PA®USACHI: KA3IPT'T KAFTIAUBI MEH BOJTAHIATBI

Anodamna. Maxkanana ToxikcTaHAaFbl TYMaHUTAPIIBIK FHUIBIMAAP asCHIHAAFBI KOPEUTAaHYIbIH
Ka3ipri o kaFmaiblHAa OJKaH-)KaKThl Tajjay »JKacaiarad. Heridri Hazap HWHCTUTYIIMOHAJIBIK
KYPBUIBIMJIApFa, TAKBIPHITITHIK OaFBITTapFa )KOHE OOJIalIaKkTarbkl JaMy MYMKIHIIKTEpIHE ayJapbUIFaH.
Kopetitany ToxikcTaH akaJeMHUSIIBIK KEHICTITHAE CATBICTBIPMAIbI TYP/E )KaHa OaFrbIT 00JIFaHBIMEH,
OJI TUIMIK JalbIHIBIK OaFqapiiaMasapbl, FRIIBIME 3EPTTEYIIED KoHE TOHKIK JKOHE KOpel MeKemenepi
apachIHJAFbl OPINTECTIK MICHOEPIHAE JKY3eTre achIphUIAThHIH MOJCHHU aniMacy OacTamaiapbl apKbLIbI
OIpTiHIEN KapKbIH aiyha. 3epTTey OapbhIChIHAA KEPTUTIKTI aKaJAeMHsUIBIK HWH(PPaKYpbUIBIM —
YHUBEPCUTETTEDP, 3€PTTEY OPTAIBIKTAPhI )KOHE MEMJICKETTIK KOJIJayFa ne MoJIeHH obanap xyieni
Typae kaprara tycipiireH. CoHgaii-ak, KOpeu TUTIHIET1 MaTepHalIIapablH HICKTEY Il KOJDKETIMIUIIT,
KOpeil TyMaHUTapjblK FhUIBIMIAPbl OOMBIHIIIA MaMaHAAp TalUIbUIBIFBl JKOHE 3epTTeYNepiH
KETKLUTIKC13 MOHAPAJIBIK CUIIAThI CUSKTHI HET13I'1 KUBIHIBIKTAp Ja KapacThipbliaabl. COHbIMEH KaTap,
eKDKaKThl KaTblHACTapblH HbIFatobl, Kopes PecnyOnukachblHbIH O€JICeH 1l MOJICHH JUIIIOMATUSCHI
KOHE CTYJEHTTEp MEH FaJIbIMIAap/IbIH OCIM Kelle )KaTKaH KbI3bIFYILIBUIBIFBI CEKUI1 OH (akTopiap Oy
caJlaHbl KEHEHTy MEH opTapanTaHiblpyFa MYMKIHIIK Oepeni. Makanana caHIbIK T'yMaHUTapIIbIK
FBUTBIMJIAP/IBIH POJIi €PEeKIlIe aTaNbII, reorpadUsUIbIK IEKTeYyIep/i eHcepy YIIiH OHaiiH-pecypcTap
MEH BHUPTYyaJJbl OPINTECTIKTI KOJJIaHy CeKUIAl Ka3ipri KopeWTanymarbsl xahaHAbIK ypaicTep
Oeiineneneni. Toxxikcrangarsl kKopeitany OpTanblk A3Msi MEH XallbIKapaiblK FHUIBIMH KEHICTIKTIH
KOHTEKCIHJIE KapacCTBIPBUIBII, >KEPriTIKTI epeKIeTiKTep IiH xkahaHbIK 1aMy OarbITTapbIMEH YHIIEC
epeKIlle Ke3KapacTap KalbITaCThIPATHIHBI aHBIKTANAIbl. AKBIPBIHIA, OYJI 3epTTey aKaJIeMUSIIBbIK
casicaTThl JKETUIIIPYTe, FHUIBIMU BIHTBIMAKTACTBIK KENUIepiH NaMbITYyFa koHe TakikcTaHJarbl Kopei
T'YMaHUTAPIBIK 3€PTTEYNEPIHIH TYpPaKThl ©CyiHE BIKMAl eTyre OarbITTajFaH, OyJl ©3 Ke3erisie
KopesHbIH MojIeHH, TapuXH KOHE 9NIEYMETTIK KbIPJIaphIH alMaKThIK KOHE TPAHCYJITTHIK JCHIeiiie
TYCIHY/1 TepeHAeTe 1.

Anevic: Oyn 3eprrey KopeiiTaHy akaJieMUSCHIHBIH TPaHTTHIK KOJJAybIMEH, KOpEeUTaHy
cajachlH JaMbITy Oarmapinamachl sxoHe AKS-2025-INC-2250002 «Optanblk A3usgarbl KOpeHTaHy
Oenyieyi ryMaHUTapIIbIK TONOTpadUsICHIHBIH IepeKkTep 0a3ackl MeH Naiiianany miat(opmMacsiH KYpy»
FBUTBIMU K00aChl asIChIH]IA JKY3€Te aChIPBUIIBL.

Kinm ce30ep: xopeiitany, ToxikcTaH, akaJeMUsIIBIK JaHmmadT, CaHIBIK 3epTTeynep,
MOJICHHETAPAIIbIK 3epTTeYIIep.

1 AGaran A.B. ? BeasutoBa A.E. 3>Xamurosa H.E.
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KAPTOI'PA®UPOBAHUE 'YMAHUTAPHOI'O JJAHALITA®TA
KOPEEBEJIEHUSA B TAICKUKUCTAHE: COBPEMEHHOE
COCTOSHHUE U IIEPCIIEKTUBbBI

Annomayusn. B craTthe TIpEACTaBIICH JICTAIBHBIA aHAINU3 COBPEMEHHOTO COCTOSIHHS
KOpEeBE/ICHUS B TYMAaHHTApHBIX HaykaxX Ta/DKUKHCTaHA C aKIEHTOM Ha WHCTUTYIMOHAIbHBIE
CTPYKTYpPBI, TEMAaTHYCCKHE HAMIPABJICHUS U TIEPCIIEKTUBHI JalbHEHTIIero pa3putus. Hecmotps Ha 1O,
YTO KOPEEBEJAECHUE SABISECTCS OTHOCUTEIBHO MOJIOAOW AUCUUIUIMHONW B TAJKUKCKOW aKaJIeMHUYECKOM
cpelie, OHO MOCTETICHHO HaOWpaeT MOMyJIIPHOCTh OJiarojaps mporpammam si3bIKOBOM TIOJITOTOBKH,
HAayYHBIM WCCIICAOBAHUSIM W WHHIIMATABAM KYyJbTYpHOTO OOMEHa, pealn3yeMbiM B paMKax
COTPYJHHYECTBA TAJKUKCKUX U KOPEHCKHUX yupexaeHUl. B nccienoBaHum cUCTEMHO O0TOOpakeHa
JIOKaJbHAS aKaJieMu4eckas WHQPACTPYKTypa, BKIIOYAs YHHBEPCUTETBI W HCCIICIOBATEIIbCKHE
IIEHTPHI, a TAK)KE TOCYJIaPCTBEHHBIC KYJIbTYPHBIC MTPOCKTHI, BIUSIONINEC HA PA3BUTHE TUCIUILIAHBL
Oco0oe BHUMaHUE Y/ICICHO KIIOYEBBIM MpoOeMaM: OrpaHWYCHHOMY JIOCTYIy K MaTepuaiaM Ha
KOPEHCKOM SI3bIKE, HEXBATKE CICIHAIIMCTOB B O0JaCTH KOPEHCKUX TyMaHUTApHBIX HAyK |
HEJ0CTATOYHOW MEXIMCIHILTMHAPHOCTH HCCIIeIoOBaHUi. BMecTe ¢ TeM, OTMEYEHBI U TIO3UTHBHBIE
(akTopbI: YKpEIUIeHHEe JABYCTOPOHHHMX CBSI3€H, akTHBHAs KyJIbTypHas auriomatrus PecrmyOnuku
Kopess u pactymuii uHTepec CTYIEHTOB M YYEHBIX, CO3JAIOIINE YCIOBHUS JUIsl PAaCHIMPEHUs U
nuBepcuukanu HanpaieHus. [loquepkuBas 3HaueHUEe MUGPOBBIX T'YMAaHUTAPHBIX HAYK, CTaThs
OTpakaeT COBPEMEHHBbIE TEHACHIIUU KOPEEBEACHUS, HCIONb3YIOIUE OHJIAWH-PECYpChl U
BUPTYaJlbHOE COTPYAHHUYECTBO UIsl MPEOJOJIEHUsI reorpaguueckux 0apbepoB, YTO COOTBETCTBYET
ro0aNbHBIM TIpOIleccaM B JaHHOW oOnactu. PaccmarpuBas kopeeBeieHHe B TaKUKHUCTaHE B
KoHTekcTe LlenTpanbHoit A3uu U MeXIyHApOAHOTO HAYYHOTO COOOIIECTBA, aBTOP BBISBIISIET, KAKUM
0o0pa3oM JlOKalbHbIE YCIOBHS (OPMHUPYIOT YHHUKAIbHBIE MOJXOAbI MPHU COXPAHEHHM CBSI3U C
MHUPOBBIMHU TpeHJIamMu. B utore padorta npu3Bana cnoco6cTBoBaTh (GOPMUPOBAHUIO aKaJAEMHUUYECKOM
MOJIUTUKH, PA3BUTHIO CETEM HAay4yHOTO B3aMMOJIEHCTBUS U OOECHEYEHHI0 YCTOWYHMBOTO pOCTa
r'yMaHUTapHBIX KOPEHCKUX uccineaoBanuii B TakukucTane, 4To o0oramaet Kak peruoHajbHOE, TaK
Y TPaHCHAIMOHAJIBLHOE MOHUMAaHUEe KyJIbTYPHBIX, HCTOPUYECKHUX M COIMANbHBIX acniekToB Kopewu.

bnazooapnocme: nanHoe ucclieJOBaHUE BBIMOJIHEHO MPHU IPAHTOBOM MOAJEPKKE AKaIeMUU
KOpEeBeICHUs B paMKax Mporpammbl pa3Butus kopeeeneHus (Seed Program for Korean Studies) u
HayyHoro mnpoekra AKS-2025-INC-2250002 «Co3nganue 0a3bl JaHHBIX W [JIATQOPMBI
WCIOJIb30BaHUS Ul TyMaHUTapHO# Tonorpaduu kopeeBeaeHus B LleHTpanbHoit A3um».

Knrouesvie cnosa: xopeeeneHue, TapKUKUCTaH, akaJeMUYecKuil maHamadrt, HuppoBbie
HCCIIeTIOBAHUS, MEXKKYJIbTYPHBIE UCCITIEIOBAHNUS.
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