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COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF GEOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION
IN SUBH AL-ASHA AND OTHER SOURCES OF THE ERA

Abstract. A critical written source in the context of geographical and historical data is the
encyclopedias of researchers who lived during the time of the Arab Caliphate, which existed before
the capture of the Mamluk Sultanate by the Ottoman Empire in 1517. During the existence of the
Arab Caliphate as the first Muslim state, outstanding researchers and scientists such as Al-
Qalkashandi, Ibn Khordadbeg and Ibn Khaldun worked. The current article aims to conduct a
comparative analysis of geographical information in the encyclopedias «The Dawn for the Blind in
the Art of Writing» (Al-Qalkashandi), «The Book of Roads and Kingdoms» (Ibn Khordadbeg) and
«Book of Lessons, Record of Beginnings and Events in the History of the Arabs and the Berbers
and Their Powerful Contemporaries» (Ibn Khaldun). Data monitoring, comparison, historical-
critical approach, and specification were chosen as the research methods. As a DOlresult of the
comparative analysis, it was found that the authors almost do not contradict each other,
supplementing the data given in their encyclopedias. This indicates that they often used the same
sources, which is a consequence of the compiler nature of encyclopedias. The analysis results also
revealed that Al-Qalgashandi and Ibn Khaldun used historical geography methods more actively
than Ibn Khordadbeg. This indicates that the foundations of historical geography as a science in the
Arab world were laid only in the fourteenth century. The prospect of further research is to compare
the geographical information given in the works of Al-Qalgashandi, Ibn Khordadbeg and Ibn
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Khaldun and their colleagues from Europe of that time to identify the influence of the environment
and place of residence of the researchers on the peculiarities of their worldview, which were
reflected in their works.

Keywords: Al-Qalkashandi, Subh al-A‘sha, arab medieval travelers, encyclopedia, Arab
researchers, historical geography, Mamluk Sultanate, sociology, treatise.

Introduction

History and geography, as academic disciplines, have always been closely interconnected, as
past events occurred in specific locations and regions (Rajovic & Bulatovic, 2020). This connection
led to establishing historical geography, which examines the temporal changes in geographical
phenomena linked to human activity (Taxel, 2023). Fortunately, historical geography is increasingly
integrated into school and university curricula (Keighren et al., 2017). One of the primary research
methods in historical geography is analysing information contained within specific sources from the
studied eras. Such analysis enables the comparison of descriptions of regions and cities provided by
scholars of earlier periods, identifying potential inaccuracies, errors, or even deliberate attempts by
some authors to present exaggerated or false data. For instance, this issue is particularly relevant to
encyclopaedias due to their compilatory nature, as demonstrated by Al-Qalgashandi in Subh al-
A ‘sha, where he describes the Roman people as “the most cowardly among those created by
Almighty Allah” (Safuan, 2020). However, while Al-Qalgashandi included these claims based on
the statements of 1bn Khordadbeh, which points to Al-Qalgashandi’s conscientiousness as a scholar
referencing an unverified source, the credibility of Ibn Khordadbeh in this context becomes
questionable.

To conduct a comparative analysis of geographical information across different sources from
the era of the Arab Caliphate, we selected three works by prominent encyclopaedists: Subh al-A4 ‘sha
by Al-Qalgashandi, Kitab al-Masalik wa’l-Mamalik by 1bn Khordadbeh, and Kitab al- ‘7bar by Ibn
Khaldun. This selection allowed us to explore the features of the development of Arab historical
geography—from the first geographical work written in Arabic to the last significant encyclopaedia
of the Mamluk Sultanate era. Particularly intriguing is the evolution of methods in Arab historical
geography for describing cities and regions from the ninth to the fifteenth centuries, as reflected in
all three works through their analysis.

Among the three works chosen for our analysis of geographical information, only Ibn
Khordadbeh’s Kitab al-Masalik wa’l-Mamalik, written in the ninth century, can be considered
exclusively geographical. This treatise contains the first references to Slavs in the Arab world. A
distinctive feature of Ibn Khordadbeh’s work is its reliance on the accounts of contemporaries and
Baghdad’s archives, as the scholar himself did not travel. Similarly, Al-Qalgashandi did not travel
either, as he spent much of his life working as a bureaucrat, which precluded him from personally
verifying the data presented in Subh al-4 ‘sha. This sharply contrasts with Ibn Khaldun, who was
renowned as an avid traveller of his time. These differing circumstances underline the relevance of
selecting these authors’ works, as their approaches to compiling encyclopaedias and materials
varied, making their comparative analysis particularly compelling in the context of the author’s use
of historical geography methods and its evolution in the Arab Caliphate. Moreover, the significance
of studying Arab historical geography is justified by its distinctiveness from medieval traditions and
its proximity to ancient traditions (Silverstein, 2009).

Research materials and methods
At the preparatory stage, the monitoring method was employed. Its objective was to collect,
systematise, and analyse data on geographical information contained in The Dawn..., The Book of
Exemplary Lessons..., and The Book of Routes and Realms. At the initial research stage, we
conducted a critical analysis of all three encyclopaedias, enabling us to describe their organisation
and structure. The critical analysis also facilitated the identification of the purpose behind the
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composition of each of the examined books. During the main stage of the research, we compared
geographical information and methods of historical geography utilised by Al-Qalgashandi, 1bn
Khordadbeh, and 1bn Khaldun in their works. This allowed us to discern the specific features of the
evolution of Arab historical geography. At the evaluative stage, the method of analysis and
synthesis was applied. It helped identify the main stages and factors in the development of the
elements of the research object, which formed the foundation for further evaluation of Al-
Qalgashandi’s encyclopaedia as a historical and geographical source in comparison to The Book of
Exemplary Lessons... and The Book of Routes and Realms. In the final stage, the method of
scientific abstraction was employed to formulate the conclusion. As this method ensures focus on
the most significant aspects of the phenomenon under study, we constructed a representation of The
Dawn... solely as a source of geographical information.

Thus, the step-by-step approach to the research enabled the development of a transparent
algorithm for applying scientific cognition methods, making the current work more accessible to the
average reader and promoting historical geography among specialists and the broader public.
Another vital advantage of the algorithm for applying scientific cognition methods developed in this
study is the saving of time without diminishing the work’s scientific value.

Firstly, defining the criteria used to select the literature for the review is necessary. In our
opinion, the most important criteria for selection include relevance, accessibility for researchers and
readers, and scientific value. The requirement for relevance encompasses the timeliness of the
source in terms of when it was written and its content, indicating its applicability for analysis
without the need for additional reservations. Exceptions among the literature reviewed include
translations of the original works or their fragments into Russian and English, as it is impossible to
analyse geographical information without referencing primary sources. The requirement for
accessibility ensures that the reviewed literature is available to researchers and readers, either in
whole or in part, enabling them to verify the results of our research and expand upon it, if desired,
in their scientific works. As a criterion for literature selection, scientific value implies that all the
analysed sources adhere to a scientific writing style and utilise scientific research methods. This
establishes their reliability and allows us to consider the results credible.

To begin with, it is worth noting that the first work providing excerpts from Al-Qalgashandi’s
The Subh al-A'sha in Russian is Semenova’s (1974) book From the History of Fatimid Egypt. This
book describes the construction of a canal in Shargiya, the House of Knowledge in Cairo, and the
size of the naval and land forces of the Fatimid dynasty. A complete Russian translation of Al-
Qalgashandi’s The Subh al-A'sha does not exist to date. It is often referenced through scattered
excerpts in the works of Russian and Kazakh scholars in the context of studying the geography and
history of territories that were part of the Golden Horde (Grigoryev & Frolova, 2001; Pochekayev,
2020; Sayfetdinova, 2024; Zhuzbayeva & llyasova, 2024). Another research direction where
Kazakh scholars refer to the material in Al-Qalgashandi’s The Subh al-A'sha is the study of
relationships between the Ottomans and Arabs, both at a societal level and at the level of state rulers
(Namatov & Rasulova, 2023; Tayman & Aubakirova, 2022). The only accessible source containing
geographical information from The Subh al-A'sha is the book by Tarek and Heba (2017). Like Al-
Qalqgashandi’s original work, it is divided into four sections, describing the world's geography, the
characteristics of the Arab Caliphate and its most prominent rulers, and the lands of Egypt and
neighbouring states.

Unlike Al-Qalqashandi’s The Subh al-A'sha, Ibn Khordadbeh’s geographical treatise The
Book of Roads and Kingdoms has been fully translated into Russian (Khordadbeh, 1986). This
indicates its incredible popularity among Soviet scholars, likely due to its relative accessibility
compared to The Subh al-A'sha. Typically, modern researchers use Ibn Khordadbeh’s treatise to
describe significant trade routes and distant regions (Japan, China, and Korea). An example of such
work is Asadov’s (2020) article, which describes the route from Khorezm to Western Europe based
on data from The Book of Roads and Kingdoms. Additionally, The Book of Roads and Kingdoms
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has allowed researchers to identify the significant role of Jewish merchants in trade between the
East and West (Golofast, 2020). Another essential function of Ibn Khordadbeh’s The Book of Roads
and Kingdoms is the localisation of cities, demonstrated in Anarbayev’s (2019) article, which uses
the treatise to determine the locations of capital cities in the Fergana Valley. Similarly, Ibn
Khordadbeh’s treatise enables the localisation of battles, such as the Katwan battle of 1141, which
has been localised along the Dargom canal (Tursunbekov & Tukembaev, 2021).

The first English-language translation of part of Ibn Khaldun's treatise The Book of
Instruction and Collection of Reports on the Days of Arabs, Persians, Berbers, and Their
Contemporaries Who Possessed Great Power was completed by Rosenthal in 1958, which included
the translation of the Mugaddimah (Introduction). The Mugaddimah was translated into Russian by
Batsiyeva in 1965, enabling Russian-speaking readers to familiarise themselves with at least part of
The Book of Instruction.... A complete translation of all seven parts comprising The Book of
Instruction... does not yet exist in Russian or English, complicating the analysis of its information.
The Book of Instruction... is frequently used in studying the history and geography of the Maghreb,
as Ibn Khaldun possessed more significant knowledge of this region than of the East (Alekseyev,
2019). Another intriguing topic addressed by Ibn Khaldun in The Book of lustruction... is the
connection between the mentality of peoples and the climate of geographical regions (Rasim &
Burhan, 2023). According to Ibn Khaldun's climate theory, climate directly influences the formation
of nations and societies. Furthermore, Ibn Khaldun introduced his term, which partially corresponds
to the ancient concept of the oecumene (the inhabited part of the world) and the process of human
settlement of lands (Kaumova, 2021). Ibn Khaldun is among the earliest representatives of scholar-
geographers in sociology, defining his area of interest as studying the relationship between
geography and social processes (Bosov et al., 2021).

From the selected works of contemporary Arab and English-speaking researchers, the
following are of interest in the context of historical geography: Martin’s (2024) article, which
analyses the description of the kingdoms of Castile, Portugal, Barcelona, and Navarre in The
Dawn... by Al-Qalgashandi; Pramono’s (2022) study, which, referencing Al-Qalgashandi, claims
that Damascus was a well-known centre for iron and steel production as early as the twelfth
century; Ali’s (2024) work , which examines the rule of the Hasanwayhid Barzikani dynasty based
on Al-Qalgashandi’s division of Jibal; Mohammed’s (2020) article, which compares the level of
development of cities in the Khorasan region, according to their descriptions in The Dawn...;
Hamad’s (2020) scholarly work, which analyses the influence of the geographical location of the
cities of Nishapur, Marv, and Bamyan on economic interactions between them; Hameed and Al
Ali’s (2024) article, which describes the geographical features and rulers of the Ghor province; the
joint work of Husson and Al-Aarajee (2024), which provides brief descriptions of bridges,
hospitals, and baths constructed in Cairo and mentioned in The Dawn...; and Mohammed’s (2023)
article, which compares facts from The Dawn... with data from its sources, identifying inaccuracies
made by Al-Qalgashandi during the compilation of the encyclopaedia.

The analysis of the roles of Al-Qalgashandi, Ibn Khordadbeh, and Ibn Khaldun and their
works in modern historical literature highlights their importance as geographers or historians and as
sociologists, economists, and true philosophers. Since none of the reviewed studies identified a
comparative analysis of geographical information contained in the encyclopaedias of other authors
from the era of the Arab Caliphate, such a comparative analysis has been undertaken in the current
scholarly work. Among its primary objectives, we have identified the following: to provide the
historical background and conditions in which The Dawn..., The Book of Instruction..., and The
Book of Roads and Kingdoms were written; to select the most significant geographical data
contained in all three encyclopaedias; to identify the methods of historical geography employed by
each author in gathering information and compiling the encyclopaedia; and to evaluate The Dawn...
as a historical-geographical source in comparison with The Book of Instruction... and The Book of
Roads and Kingdoms.
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Discussion

Although Al-Qalgashandi primarily compiled data from other sources, his achievement lies in
creating a clear structure for his work and making his additions and clarifications, with which he
attempts to summarise each point of Zahret al-Athar.
One of the contemporary researchers who described Fustat and Cairo during the Fatimid period in
the context of their urban development is Darwish (2023). He studied the architectural heritage of
the Fatimid Palace in Cairo and the residential architecture of Fustat's inhabitants. His research
confirms the scale of Fustat and its constant expansion. Additionally, archaeologists have uncovered
evidence of partial destruction of one of the Fatimid palaces due to fire, corroborating the data in
Al-Qalgashandi’s Zahret al-Athar.

Another study, which presents conclusions similar to those of Al-Qalgashandi himself,
focuses on the development of Fustat during the reigns of the Tulunid, Ikhshidid, and Fatimid
dynasties (Vakilitanha & Adavoudi, 2023). Like M. Derwish's article, this research demonstrates
the northward expansion of Fustat following the establishment of the Abbasid dynasty. It was also
revealed that during this time, Fustat became Egypt's political and administrative centre. However,
Fustat achieved unprecedented prominence in Egypt with the arrival of the Fatimids, as Al-
Qalgashandi also asserts in Zahret al-Athar. This study further highlights the process of Fustat
being absorbed into Cairo, a development initially described by Al-Qalgashandi, who noted that
“the buildings are continuously located.” The study also mentions the construction of aqueducts,
which began during the Umayyad and Abbasid periods and continued under the Fatimids, aligning
with the text of Zahret al-Athar.

The final work selected for discussion is an article detailing excavations in Fustat (Ali &
Adam, 2023). It confirms Fustat's location on the eastern side of the Nile near the Babylon fortress,
contradicting Al-Qalgashandi's assertion that Fustat and Babylon were essentially one city. On the
other hand, the article acknowledges the importance of Fustat's suburbs and their tribal-based
organisation, which is described in Zahret al-Athar.

Thus, comparing the descriptions of Fustat and Cairo provided in Al-Qalgashandi’s Zahret al-
Athar with modern sources highlights almost complete alignment on key issues. Certain
inaccuracies in Zahret al-Athar may be attributed to the limited research tools available to Al-
Qalgashandi and his errors in interpreting data from other researchers. This underscores the need for
integrating other historical and archaeological sources alongside Al-Qalgashandi's encyclopaedia to
create a comprehensive picture of the historical and geographical development of cities and regions.

Results of research

The treatise “Book of Roads and Kingdoms” by Ibn Khordadbeh was written in the ninth
century, around 870 CE. As a representative of the Iranian school of geography, 1bn Khordadbeh
demonstrated such characteristic features as the use of maps, references to wonders, an emphasis on
patriotism and self-identity, and the absence of religious (Islamic) influence in interpreting his
findings (Alijani & Sharafi, 2020). Unlike “The Subh” and “The Book of Lessons”, the “Book of
Roads and Kingdoms” is exclusively a geographical work, a rarity among authors of the Arab
Caliphate, who typically sought to encompass multiple scientific disciplines within their writings.
The historical backdrop to Ibn Khordadbeh's encyclopaedic activities was the decline of the
Abbasid dynasty, which became especially evident following the events of 861-870 CE, referred to
as the “anarchy at Samarra”. By the early tenth century, the Abbasids had almost entirely lost
control over Iraq, as internal contradictions and the resulting erosion of social solidarity rendered
the Abbasid Caliphate vulnerable to external conquest (Rofiq, 2022).

Due to the chaos that plagued the Arab Caliphate during the years of its decline in the final
decades of Abbasid rule, much of Ibn Khordadbeh's work was irretrievably lost. Even the “Book of
Roads and Kingdoms” has survived only in an abridged form. The primary goal of writing the
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“Book of Roads and Kingdoms” was enlightenment. Ibn Khordadbeh sought to provide an
accessible geographical map of his time, featuring key designations in regions, cities, and routes.
Additionally, one of his tasks was to compile essential information about enemy states, evidenced
by his detailed descriptions of the defensive capabilities of Byzantium.

Although parts of Ibn Khordadbeh’s treatise have been lost, the remaining version reveals its
structured nature. The “Book of Roads and Kingdoms” begins with an introductory section,
followed by descriptions of the Earth's features and explanations of the administration of provinces
and the taxation system in the Arab Caliphate. In terms of geographical data, the treatise contains
information about the regions of al-Mashriq (modern-day Irag, Syria, Jordan, Palestine, and
Lebanon), al-Maghrib (modern countries west of Egypt and the Arabian Peninsula), al-Jarbi (the
northern governorship of the Caliphate), and at-Taymani (southern countries). It is important to note
that Ibn Khordadbeh used a highly conditional division of regions, including even the lands of India
and Japan within al-Mashriq. Additionally, he described the trade routes of “the Jews and the Rus”,
often mentioned very briefly and somewhat “dryly”. A notable feature of Ibn Khordadbeh as an
Arab encyclopaedist is his work's near-total absence of source citations. This significantly
distinguishes the “Book of Roads and Kingdoms” from “The Subh” and “The Book of Lessons”,
which contain hundreds of references to sources.

An intriguing example illustrating 1bn Khordadbeh's presentation of geographical information
is his description of Misr (future Cairo). Initially, he lists the surrounding districts. Next, he
describes the extent of Misr, stating that “Misr stretches from al-Shajaratayn, located between
Rafah and al-Arish, to Uswan, and from Barga to Aila, which constitutes a journey of 40 nights (in
length) and 40 nights (in width)”. He then briefly discusses the tribal composition of Misr's
population, noting among them the Nubians and remarking that "Uthman ibn Affan concluded a
peace treaty with the Nubians on the condition of delivering 400 slaves annually.” Finally, in his
description of Misr, he explains the tax revenues during the reigns of the Pharaohs, the Umayyads,
and the Abbasids, providing exact amounts in dinars.

“The Book of Lessons”, written by Ibn Khaldun, was completed in the second half of the
fourteenth century. This work was authored while Ibn Khaldun served as an official in the Mamluk
Sultanate, under conditions similar to those during the creation of “The Subh” by al-Qalgashandi.
The latter even mentions “The Book of Lessons” in “The Subh”, albeit only once, which can be
attributed to the relative “novelty” of the encyclopaedia for al-Qalgashandi (as the two works were
separated by only a few decades). Like Ibn Khordadbeh's work, “The Book of Lessons” also
possesses a clear structure. It consists of an introduction and three main parts: “An Introduction to
the Superiority of the Science of History”, “On the Nature of Social Life”, “On the Arabs, Their
Generations, and States from Their Origin to Our Time”, and “On the Berbers”.

“The Book of Instructive Examples...” and “The Star...” contain data not only on history and
geography but also on other areas of science, which is entirely characteristic of Arabic
encyclopaedism of that time. The “Introduction on the Superiority of the Science of History” is
typically highlighted as a separate treatise, “The Mugaddimah”. The Muqgaddimah is divided into
six chapters, the most significant of which, in the context of geography, is the fourth chapter
entitled “Countries and Cities and All Other Forms of Settled Civilisation. The Conditions That
Occur There. Primary and Secondary Considerations in Connection with This”. It is here that Ibn
Khaldun states that “the construction and planning of a city are characteristics of settled culture”
and that “the life of a dynasty is the life of a city”. He substantiates the latter by pointing out that
“during the time of al-Ma'mun, the number of public baths in Baghdad reached 65,000”. However,
using Cairo as an example, Ibn Khaldun concludes that “now the mountainous and plain areas
surrounding the city are deserted, which constantly ensures the (influx) of civilisation (population).
Hence, this (fact) will preserve the city's existence. The city will continue to thrive after the
dynasty's demise”. He also uses Cairo as an example when discussing the succession of a new
dynasty replacing the old one, stating that “after the destruction of the original builders, (the city) is
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utilised by another state and dynasty as a capital and residence”. According to Ibn Khaldun, this
indicates that “its buildings and structures will expand in proportion to the improved circumstances
and luxury of the new dynasty”. Additionally, he outlines the geographical requirements for city
planning and the consequences of disregarding these requirements. Ibn Khaldun rarely provides
detailed descriptions of cities or regions; instead, he presents his theses with brief explanations
supported by actual examples. Most of the fourth chapter of “The Mugaddimah” is devoted to Ibn
Khaldun's reflections on mosques and religious structures of the world. He pays particular attention
to Mecca and Jerusalem in the context of their sanctities and history.

“The Star...” by Al-Qalgashandi, like the previously examined encyclopaedias, is a
compilation of information from various sources written at significantly different times. Its scope is
comprehensive, so its pages even cover the fundamentals of cryptography and cryptanalysis (Aziz,
2024). Unlike Ibn Khurradadhbih, Al-Qalgashandi, in the context of studying the geography of
cities and regions, references numerous researchers and diligently provides citations (Bjorkman,
1928). An especially valuable source for “The Star...” was the work of Al-Masudi, “The Meadows
of Gold and Mines of Gems”, as Al-Masudi consistently analysed and dismissed unreliable facts
(Khalidi, 1975). It is important to note that, similar to Ibn Khaldun, Al-Qalgashandi's knowledge
was universal, as he was interested not only in the history and geography of Islamic lands but also
in most known countries and kingdoms surrounding Egypt, including the names of rulers and the
most significant events in these kingdoms' histories up to his time.

The influence of Al-Qalgashandi's culture and place of residence on his encyclopaedia cannot
be disregarded. He describes even the structure of the encyclopaedia in a rather specific manner. He
divided his book into an introduction, ten articles, and a conclusion. The introduction and articles
are further divided into chapters, which are subsequently divided into subsections and sections. The
primary information on the geographical characteristics of cities and regions is concentrated in the
second article of “The Star...”, which is divided into four chapters: “The Geography of the World”;
“The Caliphate and Various Dynasties”; “On the Kingdom of Egyptian Lands and Its
Supplements”; “On the Kingdoms and Other Countries Surrounding the Egyptian Kingdom™ (Al-
Qalgashindi, 1922).

The first city described in “The Star...” is Fustat, the capital of Egypt during the rule of the
Umayyads and Abbasids. The description begins with the correct name of the city (Fustat or Fissat).
It is then noted that this city, known among ordinary people as “Misr”," had an ancient name of
“Babalyun” (Babylon). Fustat is located in the third of the seven regions. Several sources provide
the width and length of the city's borders, while Al-Qalgashandi offers contemporary measurements
in Kilometres. Fascinating is the information about the origin of the city's name. Citing Al-
Zamakhshari, the author claims that “Al-Fustat” is a name given to a structure that is more petite
than a pavilion. At the end of this brief description, information is provided about the city's
founding history on the site of the tent of Amr ibn al-As, around which members of various tribes
began constructing their homes and mosques. This led to the formation of Fustat's outskirts, named
after the tribes or their leaders. Notable houses, the residences of amirs, and mosques are
specifically mentioned. It is observed that Fustat constantly grew in terms of both the number of
buildings and population. This led to the problem of the city's overpopulation. To prevent
epidemics, a complex of baths was built in Fustat, supplied with water from the Nile through its
delivery in copper buckets. It is also noted that Fustat had a sewage system and aqueducts, which
were initiated during the Umayyad and Abbasid periods and continued during the Fatimid dynasty.
Additionally, Al-Rawdah Island, located near Fustat, is described as a site for building boats and
ponds known as Al-Habash (named after gardens in the east). The final fact about Fustat provided
by Al-Qalgashandi is the construction of a hospital in 873 by Ahmad ibn Tulun. He asserts that the
latter decreed that no soldier or mamluk should be treated in the hospital.

The next city described in The Dawn... is Cairo. It is mentioned that the distance between the
walls of Fustat and Cairo is three miles, but by the time of Al-Qalgashandi, the two cities had
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already merged, as buildings were continuously constructed. This allows Fustat to be considered a
suburb of Cairo during that period. The structure of the description of Cairo aligns with that of
Fustat, except for additional mentions of the Fatimid palace and fortifications (walls and gates). It is
noted that the palace formerly occupied an area extending in length from the Al-Salihiyya madrasa
in Bayn al-Qasrayn to the Al-Aydumari Square and in width from Al-Sabha Huwaga to Bab al-‘Id
Square.

Al-Qalgashandi noted that the palace had nine gates, some of which were original, while
others were added later. The palace area was continuously built to address new challenges. For
instance, during the Crusades, a shrine was constructed within the palace to house the head of Imam
Al-Husayn due to fears that the Crusaders might capture Ascalon. This was not a one-off event but
a common practice, as nearly every caliph expanded the palace territory, attempting to build
something of their own. Another notable structure mentioned by Al-Qalgashandi in Dawn... is the
mint (Dar al-Darb), which had not survived to his time, except for the “old hospital,” which was
previously part of it. According to Ibn Abd al-Zahir, The palace suffered greatly from fire damage,
attributed to “burning wood and accumulated dust.”

Analysing the geographical data presented in The Book of Roads and Kingdoms, The
Mugaddimah..., and The Dawn..., we draw the following conclusions:

1. Ibn Khordadbeh lacked a clear plan for describing regions, cities, or routes, and his style
can be “dry.” This is exacerbated by the near-absence of source citations, with his brief descriptions
lacking additional commentary from the author.

2. In The Book of Roads and Kingdoms, Ibn Khordadbeh employed only two historical
geography methods: statistical observation and cartography.

3. Unlike Ibn Khordadbeh, Ibn Khaldun adhered to a structured plan when describing cities
and regions in The Mugaddimah... This is particularly evident in his contrast between nomadic and
sedentary lifestyles in the context of city-building.

4. In The Mugaddimah..., 1bn Khaldun utilised all existing historical geography methods,
including cartography.

5. Al-Qalgashandi attempted to describe cities following a specific plan, mentioning their
founding history, location, notable buildings, and the condition of their surroundings.

6. Al-Qalgashandi refrained from creating maps; therefore, The Dawn... lacks visual elements
that could have been realised through cartography as a method of historical geography.

7. Among the historical and geographical research methods explicitly employed in The
Dawn..., analytical-synthetic, comparative-historical, and statistical methods can be identified.

Our findings demonstrate that Al-Qalgashandi’s The Dawn... played a significant role in
popularising historical geography by providing the most comprehensive compilation of works by
other historians and geographers of the Arab Caliphate. The evolution of Arab historical geography
becomes evident, progressing from the “dry” and brief geographical descriptions by Ibn
Khordadbeh in The Book of Roads and Kingdoms to the extensive and informative accounts by Al-
Qalgashandi and the philosophical conclusions of Ibn Khaldun contained in their encyclopaedic
works. While 1bn Khordadbeh can be regarded as one of the founders of the Arab school of
geographical research, Ibn Khaldun and Al-Qalgashandi should be recognised as geographers and
early popularisers of historical geography.

Conclusion
Although historical geography is a relatively young discipline, as shown by Al-Qalgashandi
in Zahret al-Athar and Ibn Khaldun in The Mugaddimah, historical geography methods were
already actively applied in the fourteenth century. This is not surprising, as they, like lbn
Khordadbeh, were among the most erudite individuals in the Arab Caliphate, enabling them to
grasp the essence of scientific research.
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The comparative analysis of geographical data results indicates that Al-Qalgashandi in Zahret
al-Athar provided the most detailed descriptions of events and phenomena compared to Ibn
Khaldun and especially Ibn Khordadbeh. This points to the evolution of Arab scientific thought
from the ninth to the fourteenth century in the context of geography and sociology (the latter being
vividly reflected in The Mugaddimah).

Thus, it can be asserted that, despite its relative obscurity among general readers, Al-
Qalqashandi’s Zahret al-Athar is a true pinnacle of Arab scholarship during the Caliphate period. A
promising avenue for future research involves comparing the geographical data presented in the
works of Al-Qalgashandi, Ibn Khordadbeh, and Ibn Khaldun with those of their European
contemporaries to identify the influence of environment and place of residence on the worldview
reflected in their works.

This research is funded by the Science Committee of the Ministry of Science and Higher
Education of the Republic of Kazakhstan within the framework of the project AP22682863 The
work of al-Qalgashandi (15th century) "Subh al-asha fi sina'at al-insha™ as a source of historical
geography of the Golden Horde.
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«CYBX 9JI-AIIA» )KOHE BACKA JQYIPJEIT JEPEKKO3/EPIIH
T'EOT'PA®USLIBIK MOJIMETTEPIH CAJIBICTBIPMAJIBI TAJIJAY

Anoamna. 1517 xbutel OcMaH UMIIEpUSCHI MOMITYK CYJITaHIBIFBIH Oachlll ajFaHfa JICHiH
Oonmran Apa0 xanmudaTblHBIH TYChIHAQ ©OMIp CYpreH 3epTTEeYIIUIepIiH SHIMKIONEIUSIIAPhI
reorpadUsIIbIK KOHE TapHXH JEPEKTEp KOHTEKCTIHIErT MaHBI3IbI JKa30a JePeKKe3 OOJIBII
TabbuTabl. Apab xamudarbl eMip CYpreH Ke3eHJe ajFallKbl MYChUIMaH MEMJICKETI peTiHie OJ-
Kankamranau, Mon Xopaan6ek, MOoH XanayH ChIHIIBI KOPHEKTI 3epTTEYIIUIEP MEH FajabIMIap eHOEK
eTTi. by MakananelH Makcatsl — «JKa3y eHepinzeri 3aruntap Tanb (On-Kankamanmm), «Xomngap
MeH Kyinep kirabe» (M0H Xopmambek) xoHe «KymTi Ommikke me OosiraH apaOtap, mapchuiap,
OepOepiiep skoHE oapAblH 3aMaHIacTapbIHbIH KYHIEp1 Typasibl Hyckaynblk MbIcasigap KiTaObl )KoHE
xabapnamanap xuHarbl» (MOH XanayH) SHIMKIONEIUSIIAPBIHAAFEI TeoTpadUsIIbIK MOJIMETTEPTe
CaJNBICTBIPMAJIBI TaJIay jkacay. 3epTTey OMICTEepiHIH INIiHAe AepeKTepi Oakpuiay, CaJIbICTBIPY,
TapUXU-ChIHU KO3Kapac *oHe HaKTbuIay oficTepi TaHaan sl CanblCTRIpMabl Tajlaay HOTHKECIHIE
aBTOpPJIAp O3JIEPIHIH AHIUKIONEIUSIAPbIHIA KEITIPUITeH MAIIMETTEPlI TOJIBIKThIPA OTBIPHII, Oip-
OipiHe KaWIIbl KEMMEHTIHAIr aHBIKTAIAbl. byJl SHIMKIIONEUsUIapAbl KypacThlpy MaKcaTbIHAA KUl
Oipneit nmepekkesnepii maiigananranblH  Kepceredl. CoHpaii-ak Tanjay HOTHXKeNepli ©Oll-
Kankamannu men M6n XanmynueiHy MOH Xopnanbekke KaparaHaa Tapuxu reorpadus dictepid
OeJICeHIIpeK TalaaHFaHbl aHBIKTAIIBL. by apab engepinaeri Tapuxu reorpadusHbIH FHLIBIM
perinzmeri wHeridsi Tek XIV racelpma raHa KanmaHFaHblH Kepcereni. Kemeci 3eprreynepaiq
MEePCHEeKTUBACHl 3epTTEYIIUIEPAIH OpTachl MEH TYPFBUIBIKTBI KEpIHIH OCepiH aHbIKTAay YIIiH OJ-
Kankamannu, Mon Xopmanbek xone MOH XanmyH xoHe onapablH con keszaeri Eypomanars
opinTecTepiHiH eHOEKTepiHJe KeNTIpUIreH reorpadusuiblK MOJIIMETTEpl CabICTBIPY OO0JIbIN
TaObLIAIBI.

Kinm ce30ep: On-Kankamannu, CyOx on-amia, OpTarachIpiblK apad casxaTiiblaapsl,
SHIMMKJIONEIUS, apald 3epTTeyliiiepi, Tapuxu reorpadus, MOMIYK CYITaHABIFbI, COLMOJIOTHUSA,
TpaKTar.

Kyszoaesa Y. /.
Kazaxcxuii nayuonanvmuwiii ynueepcumem umenu ano-@Papabu, Anmamol, Kazaxcman
E-mail:uldanail994@mail.ru
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CPABHUTEJbHBIA AHAJIN3 TEOT PAOMUYECKUX CBEJIEHUI
B «CYBX AJIb-AIITA» U IPYTUX HCTOYHUKAX 2IIOXH

AnHomayusn. BaxXHBIM TNHCHMEHHBIM HCTOYHUKOM B KOHTEKCTE Treorpaguueckux W
HCTOPUYECKUX JAHHBIX SIBJSIIOTCS SHUUKIIONEIUM HCCIeNoBaTeNel, KOTOphle KWW BO BpEMEHa
Apabckoro xammdara, CymiecTBOBaBIIETO /0 3axBara Mamitokckoro cynraHata OcMaHCKOH
umnepueit B 1517 romy. B mepuwon cymectBoBaHus Apabckoro xamugara, Kak II€pBOTO
MYCYJIbMaHCKOTO TOCY/apCTBa, padOTaIl TaKHe BBIAAIONIMECS MCCIEA0BATENN U yuyeHble, Kak AJl-
Kankamannu, M6n Xopmanoex m MOH Xanayn. Llenpio maHHOW CTaThu SIBISIETCS IMPOBEICHHE
CPaBHMTEIBHOTO  aHajM3a reorpaQuueckux CBEJEHUH B OJHUMUKIONEAUAX «3aps s
MO/ICTIENIOBATOT0 B McKyccTBe nucaHus» (An-Kankamannn), «Kuura myreit u rocynapcts» (M0H
Xopnaanbex) u «Kaura HazugaTeIbHBIX IPUMEPOB U COOpaHKME COOOIIECHHI O THAX apaboB, MEPCOB,
0epOepoB U X COBPEMEHHUKOB, 00JIaJaBIIMX MOTyIecTBeHHON BiacThio» (MOH Xanayn). Cpenun
METOJIOB HCCJICIOBAaHUS OBLIM BHIOpaHBI METOJBI MOHHTOPHWHTA JAHHBIX, CPaBHEHUS, UCTOPHKO-
KPUTHYECKOTO IMOJX0Ja U KOHKpeTH3auuu. B pe3ynbTate MpoBEIEHHOT0 CPAaBHUTEIHHOTO aHaIn3a
OBLJIO BBISBJICHO, YTO AaBTOPhl TOYTH HE TMPOTHBOpPEYAT APYr JpYyry, IOTOJNHSS JaHHEIE,
MIPUBEACHHBIE B UX SHIUKIONEANUAX. DTO YKa3bIBaeT HA TO, YTO OHHM YaCTO UCMOJIb30BAIM OJHU U TE
K€ WCTOYHUKH, YTO SIBJSICTCS CIEACTBHEM KOMIMISITOPCKOW MPUPOIBI SHIMKIONEIuH. Takke
pe3ynbTaThl aHAJIN3a MO3BOJIMIM YCTAaHOBUTH, uTo An-Kankamanau u MOH XanayH akTuBHEeE, yeM
N6H Xopmandex, UCIoab30BaId METOIbI UCTOPUYECKON Teorpaduu. ITO CBUIACTEIHCTBYET O TOM,
YTO OCHOBBI HICTOPHUYECKOM Teorpaduu Kak Hayku B apaOCKoOM MHUpE ObUTH 3a10KEHBI TOJBKO B X1V
Beke. [lepcnekTuBOM naapHEUITNX UCCIIEIOBAHUM SBISIETCSI CPAaBHEHHUE reoTpaduIecKux CBEICHUH,
npuBeneHHbIX B Tpyaax An-Kamkamanmu, Mo Xopaanbexa m MoH Xanmyna, ¢ paboTtamu ux
€BPOIENCKUX KOJIJIET TOrO BPEMEHHM Ui BBISBJICHMS BIUSHUS OKPY)KEHHUS U MecTa MPOKUBAHUS
uccienoBaTesieil Ha 0COOEHHOCTH UX MUPOBOCIPUATHS, YTO OTPA3UIIOCh B UX paboTax.

Knrwouesvle cnoea: An-Kankamanam, Cy0x anp-ama, apaOCKHe CpeIHEBEKOBBIC
MyTeUIECTBEHHUKH, OHIMKIONENs, apaOCKue uccienoBaTeNid, HWCTOpuYeckas reorpadus,
MaMJIFOKCKHI CylITaHaT, COLUOJIOTHUS, TPAKTAaT.
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